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FROM PLOWBOY TO PROPHET 


BIRTH OF JOSEPH SMITH 


My dear little friends:—I am going to tell 
you a wonderful story. It is one of the most 
interesting stories you have ever heard. It is 
also one of the best, because it is all true, from 
beginning to end. 

The story was told to me many years ago, and 
it made me feel happier than I ever felt before. 

You have all heard the beautiful story of the 
birth of the dear Lord Jesus. That story, as 
you know, had its beginning in a lowly manger, 
in the little town of Bethlehem, not far from 
Jerusalem. 

The story Iam going to tell you had its be- 
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ginning in a small frame house, which once 
stood in the little town of Sharon, Windsor 
County, Vermont. It was surrounded by a 
number of beautiful shade trees, and in it there 
lived a poor, but happy family by the name of 
Smith. The family consisted of Joseph Smith, 
the father, Lucy Smith, the mother, six sons 
and three daughters. 


If you had lived in Sharon at the time of 
which I speak, and had taken a peep into that 
humble home on the 23rd of December — just 
two days before Christmas 1805, you would 
have seen a good, kind mother lying upon a 
soft, warm bed, and a little new-born babe 
sleeping peacefully on her bosom. The woman 
was Mrs. Lucy Smith, and the child which 
nestled in her loving arms was the baby Joseph, 
God’s precious Christmas gift to her, and also 
to the whole world. 


Day after day friends and neighbors called 
to see Mrs. Smith and her baby. They took the 


little one gently in their arms and kissed his 
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dear, sweet, innocent lips, but not one of them 
knew that they were looking upon the great 
Prophet of the last days. 

At the proper time the baby was christened. 
He was given the name of Joseph Smith. That, 
you know, was also the name of his father. 


LIGHT FROM THE SCRIPTURES 


The Smith family was poor. Their farm was 
not a very good one, and the father and mother 
had to work hard for the support of themselves 
and their children. 

As soon as the girls were able to help in the 
home, and the boys on the farm, they willingly 
did so. 


In the picture you see the boy Joseph plough- 
ing with a yoke of oxen. He had very little 
time for school, but in the evenings, when his 
work was done, he studied at home, and learned 
to read and write, and to work simple examples 
in arithmetic. I am sure he often felt sorry that 
he was not able to go to school as much as the 
other boys. But, then, he must have felt happy 
in the thought that he was helping to lighten 
the burdens of his parents. 

When Joseph was ten years of age his father 
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left his place in Sharon and moved the family 
to Palmyra, in the State of New York. Four 
years later they left Palmyra and went to live 
in the town of Manchester, in the same State. 


At that time the people in that part of the 
country became very much excited over re- 
ligious matters. Almost every evening meet- 
ings were held in the churches. Joseph’s mother 
and two of his brothers and a sister joined the 
Presbyterian Church. But Joseph did not unite 
himself with any church. I suppose you would 
like to know the reason why. Well, the reason 
was because they all taught different doctrines, 
and he did not know which one taught the 
true Gospel, or which was the true Church. 


I think I know, to a certain extent, how he 
felt. One day I went to a railway depot in 
England to take a train for London. There 
were six or seven trains standing on different 
tracks, all waiting the signal to start. I did not 
know which train to take, and for a little while 
I stood puzzled. Just then I caught sight of a 
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sign-board, on which was printed in large 
letters, 

“Train for London on track 7.” 
Then I knew what to do. I boarded the train 
on the seventh track, and in due time arrived 
in London. 

In the same way Joseph Smith was puz- 
zled concerning the churches. How was he to 
know which of them was the right Church? 
Well, the Lord had prepared means, just as the 
railway company in England had prepared 
signs to direct people to the trains they wished 
to take. The way in which Joseph found the 
truth is found in the next chapter. 


JOSEPH’S FIRST PRAYER 
THE ANSWER 


One evening Joseph took down the large 
family Bible, and began to read its sacred 
pages. The Lord was guiding him at that time, 
but the boy did not know it. As he read, he 
came to the fifth verse of the first chapter of 
the Epistle of James, which reads as follows, 
“Tf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not, and it shall be given him.” 

This scripture caused Joseph to stop and 
think, as you will see by looking at the picture. 
It made a great impression upon his mind. It 
seemed to say to him, “You wish to know which 
of the churches is the true Church. Well, if you 
will ask God He will tell you.” 

Joseph decided to do that. But he did not tell 
any member of the family what was in his heart. 
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He closed the Bible, put it back in its place, and 
then went to his bed, little dreaming that the 
next day he would have news which in the 
course of time would startle the whole world. 


He awoke early the next morning, arose and 
dressed himself. The rest of the family were 
fast asleep, so, slipping quietly out of the house, 
Joseph made his way to a small grove not far 
from his father’s home. It was a beautiful 
spring morning. The sun was gilding the hill 
tops, the birds were singing their songs in the 
trees, and the air was scented with the fra- 
grance of wild flowers. All nature seemed to. 
say, “God lives. God is good. He loves His 
children and delights to bless them.” 


Selecting a suitable spot in the grove, Joseph 
knelt down and began to call upon God in 
earnest prayer. While he was praying he saw 
an exceedingly bright light coming down out 
of heaven. He gazed in astonishment on this 
strange sight, while a peaceful influence filled 
his soul. As the light reached the tops of the 
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trees, Joseph beheld in the midst of it two heav- 
enly Beings. They were in the form of men, 
but far more glorious and beautiful. They were 
God the Father and Jesus Christ His Son. 
Pointing to the Son, the Father said, “Joseph, 
this is my beloved Son, hear Him.” 

As soon as Joseph was able to speak he asked 
the Lord which of the churches was the true 
Church. He was surprised when the Lord told 
him that all the churches had departed from 
the right way, that they had been established 
by men and not by God, that none of them 
taught the true gospel, and that he was not to 
join any of them. 

Then the Lord told Joseph that in due time 
the true Church would be set up again on earth, 
and that if he were true and faithful he would 
be chosen to be its leader and Prophet. 

Filled with wonder and surprise, Joseph 
arose and returned to his home. 


HOW JOSEPH’S STORY WAS RECEIVED 


Joseph felt very strange all the rest of the 
day. He could think of nothing but the won- 
derful vision he had had, and the things which 
the Lord had told him. But these things had 
not been revealed to him just for his own bene- 
fit. Others should know of them as well as he. 
Yes, he would tell the people the glad tidings, 
so that they might rejoice with him, and look 
forward with joy to the time when the true 
Church would be again established in the 
earth. 


Who should he tell first? Why, who but one 
of the ministers, and he in turn could tell all 
the members of his church. So, with a glad 
heart, Joseph went to the minister of one of 
the churches and told him about the glorious 
vision he had had in the grove, and also the 
things which the Lord had told him. 
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You can imagine how the boy felt when the 
minister turned to him and said, “I do not be- 
lieve one word of what you have told me. It is 
all of the wicked one. There are no such things 
as visions and revelations in these days.” But 
Joseph knew better. He knew that he had had 
a vision. He knew that he had seen the Father 
and the Son, and that the Lord had talked with 
him. People might mock his testimony and 
refuse to believe it, but that would not rob him 
of the knowledge he had received from God. 


In a short time the news concerning Joseph’s 
vision reached the ears of the ministers of the 
different churches in the neighborhood. What 
effect did it have upon them? I am sorry to tell 
you that it had much the same effect that the 
telling of Joseph’s dream had upon his breth- 
ren, that the news of the Savior’s birth had 
upon Herod, and the testimony of Stephen had 
upon the people who heard it—it made them 
very angry, and aroused in their hearts a deadly 


hatred against him. 
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At that time Joseph was only a boy. His ten- 
der age alone ought to have protected him, but 
it did not. He was treated as if he were a full- 
grown man, and also as one of the greatest im- 
postors the world had ever seen. 

The courage which the boy displayed was 
truly marvelous. From every quarter he re- 
ceived bitter persecution, but as the Prophet 
Daniel stood undaunted in the midst of the 
lions, so Joseph Smith stood in the midst of his 
enemies. He never flinched from his position. 
Who gave him such courage? Who enabled 
him to stand alone? Who gave courage to 
Joseph, the son of Jacob, to defend the truth 
which had been revealed to him? Who gave 
courage to David to enable him to fight the 
giant Goliath? Who gave courage to Daniel to 
enter the den of lions? Who gave courage to 
the three Hebrews to face the fiery furnace? 
Who gave courage to Stephen to die for the 
truth? It was the God of heaven. It was He, 
also, who sustained the boy Joseph Smith in the 
midst of all his trials and persecutions. 
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JOSEPH VISITED BY THE 
ANGEL MORONI 


I am now going to tell you about another 
wonderful thing. It took place one night in 
September, three years from the time Joseph 
had seen the glorious vision in the grove. 


Joseph had just gone to bed. As he lay there 
his thoughts wandered back to the morning 
when, in answer to prayer, the Father and Son 
had appeared to him. He felt that he would 
like to know if the Lord was still pleased with 
him. He began to pray, believing firmly that 
his prayer would be answered. And so it was. 

While Joseph was praying, a bright, heav- 
enly light entered the room. The light in- 
creased, and in a few minutes the little bed- 
chamber was filled with it. On looking up, 
Joseph was greatly startled. Close beside his 
bed stood a heavenly messenger, his feet a 
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short distance from the floor. This holy being 
was the Angel Moroni. He had come with a 
very important message from the Lord. 


The angel was clothed in a robe of spotless 
white. His head, hands and feet were bare. His 
face was as bright as the sun at noonday. He 
called Joseph by name, and then began to tell 
him about a great work which the Lord had 
marked out for him. 


Joseph listened with the greatest interest 
while the angel talked to him. He told him 
about a wonderful record, or history, which had 
been hidden from the world for hundreds of 
years. It was written in a strange language, 
upon gold plates, and was buried in the Hill 
Cumorah, not far from Joseph’s home. It was 
a history of the people who lived in this land 
long before and after the time of the Savior. 

It also told about Jesus appearing to them, 
after His resurrection, and the glorious gospel 
which He had taught them. 


The angel said that in the course of time the 
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Lord would permit Joseph to take the plates 
from their hiding place. He would also help 
him to translate the writing upon them into the 
English language. After that the book would 
go into all the world, and the people would 
learn of the wonderful things which the Lord 
had done among the early inhabitants of this 
land. 

Moroni told Joseph many other important 
things. When he had delivered his message, 
the angel departed. 

As Joseph lay thinking over what had taken 
place, the light again entered his room. Then 
the angel appeared the second time, and re- 
peated all that he had said before, adding some 
things. He then took his departure, but in a 
short time reappeared, and delivered the same 
message. He told Joseph that when he received 
the plates he would have to take great care of 
them, and hold them as a sacred gift from God. 

The vision closed, and the angel disappeared. 
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JOSEPH VISITS CUMORAH AND 
VIEWS THE PLATES 


Joseph’s interview with the angel lasted the 
whole night. When the morning came he arose 
and attended to his chores as usual. He did not 
tell anyone what had happened during the 
night. 

After breakfast, he went with his father to 
the field, but he was so weak that he could not 
work. His father, seeing that he was not feel- 
ing well, told him to go home. 

Joseph started for the house, but in trying 
to climb a fence his strength failed him, and he 
fell helpless to the ground. He lay unconscious 
for some time. When he recovered he looked 
up and saw the Angel Moroni. 

The heavenly messenger repeated what he 
had told him the previous night. He then told 
Joseph to go back to his father and tell him all 
that had taken place. 
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Mr. Smith listened to his son’s story with 
interest and astonishment. It was, indeed, a 
wonderful thing. But he knew that Joseph had 
told the truth, for he was a good, honest, truth- 
ful boy. Indeed, Joseph could not have told 
such a story if it had not been true. What boy 
ever thought of such things? Not one in all 
the world. 


Joseph’s father told him that what he had 
seen and heard was of God, and that he must 
do all that the angel told him. By this time 
Joseph felt better, and he started for the Hill 
Cumorah. 


On arriving at the hill, he went straight to 
the place where the plates were buried. It had 
been shown to him in vision the night before. 
He saw a stone just a little above the ground. 
With the aid of a lever he raised it, and there, 
in a box made of four flat stones, lay the gold 
plates. 

Beside the plates was a curious instrument, 


ealled the Urim and Thummim. It was like a 
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pair of large spectacles. It had been put there 
to aid Joseph in translating the writing upon 
the plates. 

Joseph put forth his hands to take the plates 
from their hiding place. At that moment the 
Angel Moroni appeared and stopped him. He 
said the time had not come for Joseph to get 
the sacred history. He told Joseph to come to 
the hill on the same day each year for four 
years. At the end of that time, if he should 
prove faithful, the Lord would let him take the 
plates. 

Joseph put the stone lid back on the box, 
covered it over as before, and returned to his 
home to begin the work of preparing himself 
for his great mission. 
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JOSEPH RECEIVES THE PLATES 


During the next two years Joseph helped his 
father on the farm. He also worked for neigh- 
boring farmers. He did his work well, and his 
employers were pleased with him. 


Then he went to work in an old silver mine. 
It was owned by a man named Josiah Stoal. 
At the end of the month Joseph got Mr. Stoal 
to stop working the mine, as there was no sign 
that it would pay. But Mr. Stoal did not want 
to part with Joseph, so he kept him to do other 
work. 


While working for this man, Joseph boarded 
with a family by the name of Hale. Mr. Hale 
had a daughter named Emma. Joseph and 
Emma grew to love each other, and in the 
course of time they were married. After his 
marriage, Joseph went to work again for his 
father. 7 
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Finally the time came for Joseph to get the 
plates. It was the 22nd of September, 1827. 
With feelings of joy and fear Joseph started 
for Cumorah. At the hill he was met by the 
Angel Moroni. The cover was taken off the 
stone box, the sacred record was lifted from 
its hiding place and placed in the hands of 
Joseph. 3 

The heavenly messenger then told him to 
take the greatest care of the plates, and not to 
let them pass out of his hands. The plates were 
about eight inches long, and each one was al- 
most as thick as common tin. They were bound 
together with three rings. They made a book 
about six inches thick. Part of the record was 
sealed. The angel told Joseph that when he 
had translated the unsealed part he would come 
and take charge of the plates again. 

When it became known that Joseph had the 
plates, wicked men did all in their power to get 
them. But they did not succeed, for Joseph 
remembered the instruction of the angel, and 


kept them hid. 
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Persecution became so strong in Manchester 
that Joseph and his wife decided to go to Penn- 
sylvania, to the home of Mr. Hale, Emma’s 
father. But how to get there they did not know. 
It was nearly one hundred and fifty miles, and 
Joseph had no money. 

But the Lord sent help to His servant. He 
put it into the heart of a man named Martin 
Harris to give Joseph fifty dollars to help him 
on his journey. Joseph felt very grateful for 
this kindness, and from that time Martin Harris 
became one of his best friends. 

With his wife and the sacred record Joseph 
started in a wagon for Pennsylvania. One day 
wicked men stopped him. They searched the 
wagon for the plates but failed to find them. 
Joseph had hidden them in a barrel of beans. 

At the home of Mr. Hale, Joseph began to 
copy the characters which were upon the plates, 
and to translate them into the English lan- 


guage. 
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PROFESSOR ANTHON’S TESTIMONY 


Joseph spent about two months copying and 
translating the characters which were upon 
the plates. Some of the characters are shown 
on the preceding page. That kind of writing 
looks very strange to us. How hard it would 
be for a person to translate this writing into 
English! Joseph could not have done such a 
thing without the help of the Lord. 

One day Martin Harris went to Mr. Hale’s 
home to visit the Prophet. He asked Joseph 
if he would let him take some of the characters 
he had copied and translated, to New York, 
to show to a learned man there. 

Joseph said he could do so. On arriving in 
New York, Mr. Harris went to Professor 
Charles Anthon. This man was able to speak 
several languages. Mr. Harris showed him the 
work Joseph had done, and asked him to give 
his opinion about it. 
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Professor Anthon looked at the characters 
which Joseph had copied, also the translation. 
He said the characters were true, and that the 
translation was correct. He gave Mr. Harris 
a letter to this effect. 


Just as Mr. Harris was about to leave, Pro- 
fessor Anthon said to him, ‘‘How did the young 
man find out that there were gold plates in the 
place where he found them?” Mr. Harris said 
an angel of God had revealed it to him. 


On hearing that, the professor said, ‘Let me 
see that letter.” Mr. Harris took it out of his 
pocket and handed it to him. The learned man 
tore it into pieces, saying there were no such 
things now as the ministering of angels. 


Professor Anthon told Martin Harris that 
if he would bring the record to him he would 
translate it. Mr. Harris said he could not do 
so, aS Joseph would not let anyone take the 
plates. He also told the professor that part of 
the plates was sealed. On hearing that, the 


learned man said, “I cannot read a sealed book.” 
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Martin Harris went back to Joseph and told 
him all that Professor Anthon had said. 

I am now going to show you how a prophecy 
was fulfilled at that time. You have all heard 
of the Prophet Isaiah. He lived before the time 
of the Savior. He wrote a book; it is one of the 
books of the Bible. If you will turn to the 
twenty-ninth chapter of the book of Isaiah, you 
will find these words, beginning at the 11th 
verse: 

“And the vision of all is become unto you 
as the words of a book that is sealed, which 
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read 
this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it 
is sealed.” 


That prophecy was fulfilled when Martin 
Harris took the copy of the characters and the 
translation to Professor. Anthon. When told 
that a part of the record was sealed, the learned 
man said, “I cannot read a sealed book.” 

The book was given to Joseph Smith, who 


was not learned, and he, by the gift and power 
24 


of God, translated it into the English language. 
That precious record is the Book of Mormon. 
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WHAT HAPPENED THROUGH THE 
BREAKING OF A PROMISE 


Martin Harris was greatly interested in the 
Prophet Joseph and in the work which he was 
doing. Soon after his visit to Professor An- 
thon, he went to Joseph and told him he would 
like to write for him while he translated the 
engravings upon the plates. Joseph accepted 
this kind offer and Mr. Harris became his 
scribe. | 


The work of translation was very slow and 
also very difficult. But it gave Joseph and Mar- 
tin great joy. They were in the service of the 
Lord. What a wonderful history they were 
preparing! Tens of thousands of people would 
rejoice when they read of the great things 
which the Lord had done among the early in- 
habitants of this land. 

At the end of two months Martin Harris had 
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written 116 large pages of the translation. His 
wife had asked him a number of times for per- 
mission to see what he had written. 


One day Martin asked Joseph to let him take 
the papers away, to show to a few friends. 
Joseph refused to do so. Then Martin wanted 
Joseph to ask the Lord about the matter. The 
Prophet did so, and received an answers 
through the Urim and Thummin, telling him 
not to let Martin have the papers. 


But Martin was not satisfied. He asked 
Joseph to enquire of the Lord again. The an- 
swer was the same as before. A third time 
Martin asked for the same thing. Then the 
word of the Lord came to Joseph saying he 
might allow Martin Harris to take the papers, 
but that he, Joseph, would be held responsible 
for them. 


Martin promised Joseph that he would let 
only five persons see the papers. These were 
his wife, his father and mother, his brother, and 
his wife’s sister. I am sorry to say that Martin 
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Harris failed to keep his promise. He let wicked 
men have the sacred writings. They kept them, 
and neither Martin nor Joseph ever saw them 
again. 

Joseph was punished for doing as Martin 
asked him. The Urim and Thummim was taken 
from him, so that he could not translate. The 
Prophet had great sorrow because of this. He 
humbled himself before the Lord and prayed 
for forgiveness. At length his prayer was an- 
swered, his sin was pardoned, and the Urim 
and Thummim given back to him. 

Martin Harris was more severely punished. 
He lost his place as scribe, and was never al- 
lowed to write again for the Prophet. What a 
serious thing it is for a person to break a prom- 
ise made to the Lord or even to one of His sery- 
ants! 
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John the Baptist Conferring the Aaronic Priesthood on 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery 





THE AARONIC PRIESTHOOD 
RESTORED 


Joseph felt sorry at losing the help of Martin 
Harris. He had now no one to write for him. 
He prayed to the Lord to send some one to 
assist him. His prayer was answered; the help 
came. 


One Sabbath evening a young man named 
Oliver Cowdery called at the home of Mr. 
Hale, and enquired for Joseph. He was intro- 
duced to the Prophet. He told Joseph he had 
just come from Manchester, where he had been 
teaching school. He had heard that Joseph had 
been visited by heavenly Beings, and had 
prayed to the Lord to know if the report were 
true. He received a testimony that Joseph had 
been called of God to do a great work, and was 
also told that he had been chosen to assist the 
Prophet. 
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Oliver said he would be glad to write for 
Joseph. His offer was accepted, and two days 
later Joseph again began the work of translat- 
ing, Oliver writing for him. 

One day in May, 1829, they came to a pas- 
sage in the sacred record which caused them to 
stop and think seriously. It spoke of baptism 
for the remission of sins. Joseph and Oliver 
had not been baptized. What were they to do? 


After talking the matter over for some time, 
they decided to pray to the Lord about it. They 
went to the woods, and there they asked the 
Lord to make plain to them the meaning of 
baptism for the remission of sins. 


In answer to their prayer, a heavenly messen- 
ger appeared before them. He told them he 
was John the Baptist, the same who had bap- 
tized the Savior, and that he had been sent by 
the Apostles Peter, James and John to them. 
Placing his hands upon the heads of Joseph and 
Oliver, he uttered these words: 

“Upon you my fellow servants, in the name 

30 


huvapnog ayo buzydog ydasor yaydor1g YL SUSY ISM J OY, 





~ 
_ 
4 
el 
a 
hex 
i 
—- 


es wd pus i oo ° a 
Fanti (dln dqnedasiqed 4A celal ere aes 
. vf aS 7 





of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood of Recon 
which holds the keys of the ministering of 
angels, and of the gospel of repentance and of 
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 
and this shall never be taken again from the 
earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again an 
offering unto the Lord in righteousness.” 

He then told Joseph and Oliver to go down to 
the water and baptize each other. After giving 
them other instructions, he was taken up in the 
midst of a pillar of light. 

Joseph and Oliver then went to the river and 
were baptized. Joseph baptized Oliver and then 
Oliver baptized Joseph. The power of God 
rested upon them, and by the gift of prophecy 
Joseph foretold of the establishment of the 
Church of Christ upon the earth in these last 
days. 

With hearts filled with thanksgiving and 
gladness they returned to their work of trans- 
lation. 
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THE GOLD PLATES ARE SHOWN TO 
THREE WITNESSES 


At this time two of Joseph’s brothers, Sam- 
uel H. and Hyrum, came to visit him. He was 
very glad to see them. He talked with them a 
long time. He told them about the visit of John 
the Baptist. This heavenly messenger had 
given him and Oliver Cowdery authority to 
baptize people for the remission of their sins. 
He and Oliver had been baptized. 


Joseph told his brothers to pray to the Lord 
about this matter. They did so. The Lord gave 
them a testimony that what Joseph had told 
them was true. Then Joseph’s brothers were 
baptized. 


Joseph was very poor at that time. He had 
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The Angel Moroni Showing the Plates of the Book of Mormon 
to the Witnesses 





no money to buy food for his family. He was 
thinking about going out to work. Just then 
help was sent him. A kind-hearted man named 
Joseph Knight, who lived in New York, had 
heard of the Prophet. He came to see him, and 


brought him a supply of food. 
Soon after that, Joseph was visited by a 


young man named David Whitmer. He came 
with a message from his father, Peter Whitmer. 
Mr. Whitmer lived in Fayette, Seneca County, 
New York. He also had heard of the Prophet, 
and the wonderful book he was translating. 
He invited Joseph and Oliver to come to his 
home and do the work there. He would keep 
them, free of charge, and would see that no 
harm came to them. 

Joseph felt thankful for this kind offer. He 
said he would go. He and Oliver got ready to 


move to Fayette. 


The Whitmer family were very kind to Jo- 
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seph and Oliver. They told some of their neigh- 
bors about the Prophet, and invited them to 
come and see him. Joseph told them about the 
great things which the Lord had done. Some 
of them believed his words and were baptized. 

One day the Lord made known to Joseph 
that three witnesses were to see the gold plates. 
These men were Oliver Cowdery, David Whit- 
mer, and Martin Harris. They felt very happy 


when they heard the news. 


Joseph went to the woods with these three 
brethren. They all prayed to the Lord. But 
their prayer was not answered. They prayed 
again. Still no answer came. Then Martin 
Harris said he was the cause of their prayers 
not being answered. The Lord was not well 
pleased with him, because he had broken his 


promise to Joseph. 


Martin Harris left the brethren. He felt very 


sorry. He went off by himself, to ask the Lord 
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to forgive him. After he had gone, Joseph, 
Oliver and David began to pray. While they 
were doing so a bright light shone down upon 
them. Then the Angel Moroni appeared before 
them. He had with him the gold plates, also 
the Urim and Thummim. 


The heavenly messenger turned over, one by 
one, the leaves of the part that was not sealed. 
The brethren saw the characters which were 
upon them. While they were looking upon the 
plates they heard a voice from heaven. It was 
the voice of the Lord. He said the record was 
true, and that it had been translated correctly. 
They were told to bear testimony to the world 
of the things they had seen and heard. 


Then Joseph went to Martin Harris and they 
prayed together. Their prayers were answered. 
The angel came and showed the plates to Mar- 
tin. He also heard the voice from heaven. He 
fell on his face, crying, “It is enough! Mine 
eyes have beheld! Mine eyes have beheld!’ 

The three witnesses then returned with the 
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Prophet to the home of Peter Whitmer. You 
can find their testimony, also the testimony of 
eight other witnesses, in the front of the Book 
of Mormon. 
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THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD 
RESTORED 


At last the work of translating was done. 
Then the Angel Moroni called for the plates. 
He still has charge of them. Part of them, you 
know, was sealed. Sometime the sealed part 
will be translated. Then we will learn more 
about the great things which the Lord has 
done. 


The book was now ready to be printed. Mr. 
Grandin, a printer in New York, said he would 
print and bind five thousand copies for three 
thousand dollars. He was given the work. 
Martin Harris gave security for the payment of 
the printing. 

Then Joseph went back to Pennsylvania to 
visit his wife Emma. He told her how the Lord 
had blessed him in his work. It. made her feel 


very happy. 
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Soon after that another wonderful thing 
took place. One day in June, 1829, Joseph and 
Oliver were in the State of New York. They 
were out in a quiet part of the country. They 
were talking about the Lord and about the 
great work He was helping them to do. 


Just then three angels came down and stood 
before them. These heavenly visitors were 
three of the Lord’s apostles. ‘They were Peter, 
James and John. They told Joseph and Oliver 
that they had come to confer upon them the 
Melchizedek Priesthood. That would give 
them authority to lay on hands for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. They could also organize the 
true Church of Christ again on the earth. 


Then Peter, James and John placed their 
hands upon Joseph’s head and ordained him 
the first Elder in the Church. They then or- 
dained Oliver the second Elder. 

In the year 1830, the Book of Mormon was 
published. On the 6th day of April, in the same 


year, a meeting was held at the house of Peter 
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Whitmer. A number of people were present 
who had been baptized. Joseph asked them if 
they would like him and Oliver to be their 
leaders and teachers. They all said they would. 
The Sacrament was administered. Joseph and 
Oliver then laid their hands upon the heads of 
those who had been baptized, and confirmed 
them. On that day the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints was organized. 


THE FIRST MIRACLE 


The next Sunday after the Church was or- 
ganized a meeting was held at the home of 
Peter Whitmer, senior. There were many peo- 
ple present. Oliver Cowdery preached to them. 
He told them about the Book of Mormon. He 
also told them about the visit of John the Bap- 
tist. He said if they would be baptized the 
Lord would forgive all their sins. Then they 
could be confirmed members of the true Church. 


At the close of the meeting three men and 
three women were baptized in Seneca Lake. 
The following Sunday seven others were bap- 
tized. 


At this time Joseph went to visit Mr. Knight. 
This man had been kind to the Prophet. He 
brought him a supply of food when he was 
translating the plates. The Knight family were 


glad to see Joseph. He stayed with them sev- 
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eral days. Joseph held meetings in Colesville, 
where the Knight family lived. 

Mr. Knight had a son named Newel.’ He 
talked with the Prophet often about the great 
latter -day work. He also attended the meet- 
ings. Joseph asked him several times to pray. 
He said he could not do so. One day he told 
Joseph he would pray at the next meeting. He 
did not keep his promise. 


The next morning Newel went into the 
woods. He knelt down and tried to pray. But 
he was not able to speak. The Lord was not 
pleased with him. A strange feeling came over 
him. 

He went back to his home feeling very bad 
and acted in a strange way. An evil spirit had 
entered into him. He suffered great pain. A 
number of relatives and friends heard what had 
taken place. They came to see him, but could 
not help him. 


Mr. Knight told his wife to go for the 


Prophet. Joseph came quickly. He felt very 
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sorry when he saw Newel. Joseph took hold of 
his hand. “There is an evil spirit in me Joseph,” 
said. Mr. Knight, “and I want you to cast him 
out. I know you can do so.” 

Then the power of God was with the Prophet. 
He said to the evil spirit, “In the name of Jesus 
Christ I command you to come out of him.” 

At that moment the evil spirit left Mr. 
Knight. Newel was so weak that he had to be 
placed upon his bed. Then the Spirit of the 
Lord entered into him, and in a short time he 
was well again. He thanked and praised the 
Lord for healing him. He soon after joined the 
Church. 

This was the first miracle wrought in the 
Church. Many who saw it believed it was done 
by the power of God. They also were baptized 
and became members of the Church. 
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HOW JOSEPH WAS SAVED FROM HIS 
ENEMIES 


On the 9th day of June, 1830, the first con- 
ference of the Church was held. There were 
thirty members present, also many others. The 
Sacrament was administered. Then some peo- 
ple who had been baptized were confirmed 
members of the Church. 


That was a happy day for the Saints. The 
Holy Spirit was poured out upon them. Some 
prophesied, and others were given glorious 
visions. 


Newel Knight was greatly blessed of the 
Lord. He saw in vision the Savior, seated be- 
side His Father on a throne in the heavens. 
Mr. Knight was told the time would come when 
he would be with the Lord. Soon after the con- 
ference David Whitmer baptized a number of 
persons. 
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There were several people in Colesville whe 
wanted to be baptized. Joseph and some of his 
brethren went there. Saturday afternoon they 
built a dam across a stream of water. They 
were going to baptize there the next day. But 
they were not able to do so, for during the night 
a mob gathered and tore down the dam. 


The next day, the Sabbath, a meeting was 
held in the home of Mr. Knight. Some of the 
men who had broken the dam were there. They 
were pleased with what they had done. But 
Joseph and his brethren had a good plan in 
their minds. They arose early the next morn- 
ing, rebuilt the dam, and baptized thirteen per- 
sons. One of them was Emma Smith, the 
Prophet’s wife. 


That made the mob very angry. They went 
to a police officer and told him things about 
Joseph which were not true. A meeting was 
to be held that evening. Before it took place 
the officer came and arrested Joseph. He told 
the Prophet a mob was waiting for him, but 
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that he would be his friend, and save him if he 
could. 

Joseph and the officer got into a wagon. 
They had not gone far when the mob rushed 
out upon them. The wicked men thought the 
officer would turn Joseph over to them, but 
instead of doing that he drove quickly past 
them. 

That angered them more. They ran as fast 
as they could after the wagon. Joseph and the 
officer were getting ahead, when suddenly 
one of the wheels came off. The two men 
jumped out of the wagon. They lifted the wheel, 
put it back in its place and fastened it. Then 
they sprang to their seats, put the whip to the 
horse, and were soon out of reach of the mob. 

They drove to South Brainbridge. The officer 
engaged a room in a small hotel. He was afraid 
the mob might come during the night. So he 
made Joseph lie on the bed while he slept on 
the floor, with his feet against the door. He 
kept his loaded gun by his side. They were not 


disturbed. 
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The next day Joseph was tried in court. Two 
able men defended him. They proved to the 
judge that Joseph had not done any harm, and 
the Prophet was set free. 
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JOSEPH OPPOSED BY HIS BRETHREN 


The Lord had given Joseph a number of 
revelations. He and his wife Emma had writ- 
ten them. While reading one of these revela- 
tions, Oliver Cowdery thought he saw a mis- 
take. He wrote at once to the Prophet, telling 
him to change certain words. 

Joseph felt very sorry when he read the letter. 
He knew that what he had written was true. 
It had come from the Lord, and he would not 
change it 

A few days later Joseph went from Harmony 
to Fayette, to see Oliver Cowdery. Oliver was 
staying with the Whitmer family. He had led 
the Whitmers to believe that Joseph had made 
a mistake. They did not feel as kindly toward 
the Prophet as before. Joseph tried to reason 
with them, but they would not listen to him. 

The Prophet prayed to the Lord to help him. 
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Soon after that Oliver Cowdery and the Whit- 
mers saw that they were wrong. They felt 
sorry for what they had done, and asked Joseph 
to forgive them, which he did. Then Joseph 
went back to Harmony, to the home of his 
father-in-law, Mr. Hale. 


What a change he found there! While he had 
been at Fayette a wicked minister had visited 
the Hale family. He told them evil things about 
the Prophet. His stories were false but the 
Hales believed them. From that time Mr. Hale 
and his family turned against Joseph, and op- 
posed him and his work. 


At this time Newel Knight and his wife came 
to visit the Prophet. It was decided to hold a 
meeting. Joseph went out to buy wine for the 
Sacrament. On the way he was stopped by a 
heavenly messenger. The angel told him not to 
buy any more wine from his enemies. The 
Saints were to make their own wine. If they 
could not do that, then water would be just 
as acceptable to the Lord. This explains the 
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reason why we use water instead of wine in 
the sacrament. 

Joseph returned to the house. A little pure 
Wine was made. Then a meeting was held and 
the Sacrament administered. There were only 
five persons present, but the Lord blessed them, 
and they had a happy time together. At that 
meeting Emma Smith and Mrs. Knight were 
confirmed members of the Church. 

Soon after that, Joseph, his brother, Hyrum, 
John and David Whitmer set out to visit the 
Church at Colesville. There were many wicked 
men in that place. It was there that Joseph had 
been chased by a mob. 

The Prophet and his brethren prayed to the 
Lord to take care of them, and He did. On the 
way to Colesville, Joseph and his companions 
passed a large number of men working on the 
road. Several of them were bitter enemies of 
the Prophet. They were looking out for him. 
But the Lord caused something to come over 
their eyes, so that when Joseph came up to 
them they did not know him. 
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The brethren reached Colesville in safety. 
A meeting was held at the home of Mr. Knight. 
A number of persons who had been baptized 
were confirmed. The members of the Church 
partook of the Sacrament. Then they all lis- 
tened with delight while the Prophet and others 
preached to them. 


The next day the mob heard that Joseph was 
at the home of Mr. Knight. They rushed to the 
place and demanded that the Prophet and his 
companions be turned out. Mr. Knight told 
them they had come too late, that Joseph and 
his brethren had left for Harmony several 
hours before. 


In that time of trouble Joseph found a friend 
in Peter Whitmer. This good man invited the 
Prophet and his family to come and make their 
home with him in Fayette, and they did so. 


There was a member of the Church at Fay- 
ette named Hiram Page. He was leading 
some of the Saints astray. He had a strange 
stone, by which he received revelations. But 
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they had not come from the Lord. They were 
given by the evil one. 

Joseph talked and prayed with the brethren. 
They saw that the revelations which Hiram 
Page had received were not true. At that time 
the Lord gave a revelation to Oliver Cowdery 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. He told 
Oliver that no one had been appointed to re- 
ceive revelations for the Church except Joseph 
the Prophet. That settled the matter, and peace 
was restored. 

Before closing this chapter, I wish to say to 
my young readers: There is only one man on 
the earth at a time appointed to receive revela- 
tions for the Church. That man is the President 
of the Church. 
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MISSION TO THE LAMANITES 


While: the Prophet Joseph and Oliver Cow- 
dery were translating the Book of Mormon 
they found many things which gave them great 
joy. Among them were glorious promises made 
by the Lord to the Lamanites, or Indians. The 
Book of Mormon would be taken to them. It 
would tell them where they came from and 
the great things which the Lord had done for 
their forefathers. They would also learn the 
Gospel, and in the course of time many of their 
race would become white. 


Joseph enquired of the Lord about these 
things. He was told that the time was near at 
hand when the Lamanites would also have the 
Gospel preached to them. The Lord was pre- 
paring men for that mission. 


One of these was a man named Parley P. 


Pratt. He and his wife lived in a little home in 
52 


the wilderness, near Cleveland, Ohio. They 
were good people. Sometime before, a young 
preacher named Sidney Rigdon had _ visited 
them. Mr. Pratt became a member of his 
church. Then he decided to give up farming 
and become a preacher. He sold all his goods, 
and started with his wife for New York, to visit 
relatives there. On reaching Newark, Mr. Pratt 
felt impressed to stop there, but Mrs. Pratt 
continued her journey. Why he should stop, 
he could not tell. He soon learned the reason. 
At Newark, Parley P. Pratt first heard of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and the Book of Mor- 
mon. He wondered if what he had heard of 
them was true. He would try to find out for 
himself. 


For this purpose he went to the home of the 
Smith family, near Manchester, New York. 
There he learned from Hyrum Smith the truth 
about the whole matter. His heart was filled 
with joy as he listened to the glad tidings. 


He and Hyrum then went to Fayette, where 
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Mr. Pratt was introduced to Oliver Cowdery. 
He told Oliver he believed that Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet of God, and that the Book of 
Mormon was a true record. He wanted to be- 
come a member of the Church, so Oliver took 
him to Seneca Lake and baptized him. 


After his baptism, Brother Pratt was or- 
dained an Elder. He then continued his jour- 
ney to the home of his parents. He had a 
brother named Orson. He told him about the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, and the great work he 
was doing. Orson believed the good news, and 
his brother Parley baptized him. 


After a brief visit with his folks, Parley re- 
turned to Fayette. There he had the pleasure 
of meeting the Prophet Joseph. A conference 
of the Church was held, which lasted three 
days. The Saints were greatly blessed, and a 
number of people were converted and baptized. 

At that time the Lord called Oliver Cowdery, 
Peter Whitmer, Jr., Ziba Peterson, and Parley 


P. Pratt to go on a mission to the Lamanites. 
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Starting without delay, they journeyed to- 
wards Kirtland, Ohio, and preached the Gospel 
to the people in the villages along the way. 


On nearing Kirtland, they came to the home 
of the young preacher, Sidney Rigdon. Brother 
Pratt told him all that had happened since they 
parted. Mr. Rigdon gave the brethren permis- 
sion to preach in his chapel. He and his wife 
and a large number of his congregation were 
baptized. A branch of the Church was organ- 
ized in that part of Ohio. 


The missionaries then went to Kirtland, 
where they met with great success. Many peo- 
ple were converted, and a branch of the Church 
was organized. 


After staying a short time in Kirtland, the 
brethren continued their journey. On coming 
to a tribe of Indians called the Wyandots, they 
stopped and preached the Gospel to them. Then 
they went on to Independence a small town in 
Jackson County, Missouri. From there they 
passed into the State of Kansas, where they 
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spent some time preaching to the Delaware 
Indians. 

Since then the Gospel has been preached to 
thousands of the Lamanites. Hundreds of them 
have accepted it, and have become members of 
the Church. And thus some of the promises 
made to them in the Book of Mormon have 
been fulfilled. 
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THE FIRST BISHOP CHOSEN—GATH- 
ERING OF THE SAINTS TO OHIO 


In the month of December, 1830, two men 
came from Kirtland to see the Prophet. They 
found him at the home of his parents, near Fay- 
ette. One of these men was Sidney Rigdon, the 
young preacher who had joined the Church a 
short time before. The other was Edward Part- 
ridge. 

After talking with the Prophet a short time, 
Mr. Partridge requested baptism. He was 
taken to Seneca Lake and there baptized by the 
Prophet Joseph. On the 4th day of February, 
1831, Elder Partridge was appointed by reve- 
lation to be the first Bishop of the Church. 

The Saints in the State of New York were 
being persecuted by their enemies. The Prophet 
Joseph visited them, and his presence gave 
them great joy. The Lord was watching over 
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His people, and was preparing a place for them 
to move to. 

On the 2nd day of February, 1831, the third 
conference of the Church was held at Fayette. 
It was a time of rejoicing for the Saints. They 
were promised many choice blessings from the 
Lord. They were told about a revelation which 
the Prophet Joseph had received a short time 
before. In that revelation the Saints were com- 
manded to leave the State of New York and 
gather to Ohio. This they agreed to do as soon 
as possible. 


Soon after the conference, Joseph, accom- 
panied by his wife and several brethren, began 
the journey to Kirtland. They stopped at a 
number of places on the way and held meetings. 
Through the preaching of the Prophet and his 
brethren many people were added to the 
Church. 


On arriving in Kirtland, the company stopped | 
in front of a store. Joseph got out of the sleigh 
and went into the building. Going up to Mr. 
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Whitney, a member of the firm, he offered him 
his hand, saying, ‘“Newel K. Whitney! Thou 
art the man!” 

Mr. Whitney looked quite surprised. He did 
not know the stranger. “You have the advan- 
tage of me,” he said, as he shook Joseph’s hand. 
“T could not call you by name as you have me.” 
Then Joseph said, “I am Joseph the Prophet. 
You have prayed me here, now what do you 
want of me?” 

One evening, a short time before this, Mr. 
Whitney and his wife were praying to the Lord. 
While doing so they saw a bright cloud resting 
upon their house. Then they heard a voice from 
heaven saying, “Prepare to receive the word 
of the Lord, for it is coming.” 

While Joseph was in the East, in a vision he 
saw them praying. That is why he knew Mr. 
Whitney. 

Mr. Whitney took Joseph and his wife to his 
home. They stayed there several weeks, and 
were very kindly treated. The Whitney’s after- 
ward joined the Church. 
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The following spring, all the branches of the 
Church in the State of New York removed to 
Ohio. 
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THE FOUNDATION OF ZION LAID 


In June, 1831, the fourth general conference 
was held in Kirtland. A little over a year before, 
the Church had been organized with six mem- 
bers. It now numbered two thousand. 

The Prophet Joseph presided at the confer- 
ence, It was a time of rejoicing for the Saints. 
The Lord poured out His Spirit upon them, and 
they saw and heard wonderful things. Joseph 
was filled with the spirit of prophecy. He said 
that John the Revelator was at that time with 
the Lost Tribes, preparing them for their re- 
turn to the land of their fathers. 

At this conference a number of missionaries 
were chosen, and sent out two by two to preach 
the Gospel. The Lord told the Prophet Joseph 
and Oliver Cowdery to go to the land of Mis- 
souri. He said that, if they proved faithful, He 
_ would reveal to them the place where the City 
of Zion, the new Jerusalem, would be built. 
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With this promise in mind, Joseph and a 
number of his brethren left Kirtland, on the 
19th of June, 1831. They traveled by wagon 
and stage to Cincinnati, Ohio. From there they 
went by steamer to Louisville, Kentucky. At 
that place they had to wait three days for a 
vessel to take them to St. Louis. After resting 
a short time in St. Louis, Joseph and four of his 
companions started to walk across the entire 
State of Missouri. After traveling almost three 
hundred miles, they arrived in Independence. 


Here they were joined by Oliver Cowdery 
and a number of other missionaries. The meet- 
ing was a joyful one, for Joseph had not seen 
his brethren since they started on their mission 
to the Lamanites. 


Soon after the arrival of the Prophet and his 
party in Jackson County, Missouri, the Lord 
fulfilled His promise. He made known the 
place where the City of Zion would be estab- 
lished, which is where Independence is now 
built. He commanded the Saints to purchase the 
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land in and around there and to gather to that 
place as soon as possible. He also revealed the 
spot where a great Temple would be built to 
His name. 


A few days later the Saints of the Colesville 
branch arrived in Independence. They viewed 
with delight the land of Zion. It was, indeed, 
a beautiful place. Miles and miles of rich prairie 
land stretched before them. Wild flowers of 
almost every kind filled the air with their sweet 
perfume. There were large forests of choice 
timber. Buffalo, elk, deer, bear, wolves, beaver, 
and many smaller animals roamed round at 
pleasure. There was also a great variety of wild 
fowl, including turkeys, geese, swans and ducks. 


On the 2nd day of August, 1831, the Prophet 
Joseph assisted the members of the Colesville 
Branch in laying the first log for a house, as a 
foundation of Zion. This took place in Kaw 
township, about 12 miles west of Independence. 
The log was carried by twelve men, in honor 
of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Then the land 
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of Zion was dedicated by Sidney Rigdon as a 
gathering place of the Saints. 

The next day Joseph, accompanied by Sidney 
Rigdon, Edward Partridge, W. W. Phelps, 
Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and Joseph 
Coe went to a spot a little west of Independ- 
ence, and there the Prophet dedicated it as the 
site for the Temple of the Lord. 

The first conference of the Church in the land 
of Zion was held on the 4th day of August, 1831, 
at the home of Brother Joshua Lewis. On the 
19th of the same month the Prophet and ten 
of his brethren took leave of the Saints and 
started for Kirtland, arriving there August 27. 
They had been absent a little over two months, 
and had traveled two thousand miles. 
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A TERRIBLE NIGHT 


The Prophet Joseph and Sidney Rigdon were 
spending all their time in the work of the Lord. 
They were not getting any money for their 
labor. But they had friends who were kind to 
them and helped them. 


One of these was a man named John Johnson, 
who lived at Hiram, Ohio. He took Joseph and 
Sidney to his home, and kept them and their 
families while they attended to certain work 
for the Church. 


Emma Smith, the Prophet’s wife, had 
adopted two little babies. They were twins, 
and were just eleven months old. They became 
very sick. Joseph and Emma watched over 
them with tender care. At night Joseph took 
charge of them while Emma slept. Then she 
took her turn beside the sick-bed while her 
husband rested. 
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One night Mrs. Smith was almost worn out. 
Joseph told her to go to bed. He said he would 
sit up and take care of the child that was much 
worse than the other. As I write, I fancy I can 
see the Prophet watching beside the cot of the 
little sufferer, and praying for its recovery. 


At last the baby fell asleep, and Joseph lay 
down upon his bed. In a little while he was 
asleep, too. 

But what do you think had been going on 
outside? While Joseph was watching over the 
sick child, a mob of wicked men had gathered 
and were laying plans to kill him. 


In the mob were a number of men who had 
left the Church. They had lost the Spirit of the 
Lord, and the spirit of the evil one had entered 
into them. They hated the Prophet and his 
work, and were trying to destroy them. 


The mob came up to Mr. Johnson’s place. 
They burst into the house, and seizing Joseph, 
dragged him out into a meadow. Emma 
screamed, but she could not help her husband, 
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Others of the mob laid hold of Sidney Rigdon 
and dragged him out, too. 

Some of the wicked men wanted the Prophet 
to be killed. Others said, ““No, we will not kill 
him, but we will tar and feather him.” 


Several of the mob held J oseph while others 
covered his body with tar. One of them tried to 
force the tar paddle into his mouth, but he kept 
his teeth tightly closed. Then they thrust a 
bottle of poison between his lips, but the bottle 
broke and the poison was spilled upon the 
ground. 


When they had finished their awful work 
they ran away. Joseph was so weak that he 
could not stand. After a time he got strength, 
and made his way back to the house. There he 
found Brother Rigdon suffering terribly from 
the injuries he had received. Joseph spent the 
rest of the night getting the tar off his body. 

The next day was Sunday. A meeting was 
held. The Prophet attended it and preached 


to the people. Several of the mob were in the 
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meeting, but Joseph did not say anything about 
the mobbing. At the close of the service three 
persons were baptized. Soon after that Joseph 
and Sidney, with their families, moved from 
Hiram. 
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WHAT HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO 
KIRTLAND 


From Hiram, Ohio, the Prophet Joseph went 
to Missouri, to visit the Saints. Sidney Rigdon, 
Newel K. Whitney, Peter Whitmer and Jesse 
Gause went with him. They stayed there two 
weeks. During that time meetings were held, 
and the members of the Church had a delightful 
time. 

Then Joseph decided to go to Kirtland, 
where his wife was. Newel K. Whitney and 
Sidney Rigdon accompanied him. There was 
no railroad in that part of the country. Most 
of the journey had to be made by stage. 

One day a sad accident took place. The 
horses became frightened and ran away. Jo- 
seph jumped out of the stage. Newel K. Whit- 
ney also sprang out, but in doing so his foot 
caught in the wheel and his leg and foot were 
broken in several places. 
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Joseph helped Brother Whitney to a house 
owned by a man named Porter. They stayed 
there four weeks. During that time the Prophet 
administered often to his companion, which 
helped the sufferer very much. 


The Porters were wicked people. One day 
they tried to kill the Prophet by putting poison 
in his food. Joseph had just finished his dinner. 
He felt a strange feeling come over him. He 
went outside and threw up much poisonous 
matter. That saved his life. 


He returned to the house and told Newel 
what had happened. Brother Whitney laid his 
hands upon the head of the Prophet and prayed 
for him. His prayer was answered, and Joseph 
was healed. 


They decided to leave the place at once. 
Newel wondered how they could get away. 
Joseph told him the Lord would provide means. 
The next morning a wagon drove up to the 
door. Joseph and Newel got into it and rode 
four miles to the river. There they found a 
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ferryboat, on which they crossed to the other 
side. A carriage was waiting. They got into 
it and were driven to a boat which took them 
to Wellsville. From there they went by stage 
to Kirtland. 


One day soon after Joseph had returned to 
Kirtland he was visited by three men. One of 
them was Brigham Young. This was the first 
time these men had met the Prophet. Brigham 
Young had been baptized into the Church about 
two months before. 

The visiting brethren stayed in Kirtland four 
or five days. They saw and talked with the 
Prophet often. 


One evening a meeting was held. Brigham 
Young arose and greatly surprised all present 
by speaking in a strange language. He had 
received from the Lord the gift of tongues. The 
Prophet Joseph was given the interpretation, 
and he told the people what Brother Young 
had said. 

One day before Brigham Young left Kirtland 
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Joseph pointed to him, saying: “That man will 
yet preside over this Church.” You all know 
how that prophecy was fulfilled. 


72 


WORK OF A MISSOURI MOB 


The Church was organized on the 6th day of 
April, 1830. Three years later the Saints in 
Missouri met to celebrate its birthday. They 
were very happy. A glorious time was spent, 
and with joyful hearts the brethren and sisters 
returned to their homes. They had no thought 
at that time that in a little while their joy would 
be turned to sorrow. 

Soon after this a mob of three hundred 
wicked men gathered at Independence. They 
hated the Saints, and had made up their minds 
to drive them from their homes and destroy 
the Church there. 

But they did not succeed at that time. The 
leading brethren at Independence met together 
and prayed to the Lord to protect His people. 
Their prayer was answered. The mob became 


drunken, quarreled among themselves, and 
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broke up without doing any harm to the Saints. 
Three months passed, and then fresh trouble 
came to the Saints in Missouri. Five hundred 
men, enemies of the Church, met in Independ- 
ence, on the 20th of July, 1833. They decided 
that from that time no Latter-day Saint should 
be permitted to settle in Jackson County; that 
the twelve hundred Saints who were there 
should leave, and that the Church paper—The 
Evening and Morning Star—should no longer 
be published. 


A committee was appointed to call on the 
leading brethren and to tell them what had 
been decided at the meeting. You can imagine 
how the members of the Church felt when they 
heard the report. What was to be done? The 
brethren asked for ten days in which to think 
over the matter. The answer they received was, 
“Fifteen minutes are enough.” 


The committee returned and reported. The 
enemies of the Saints refused to wait. Headed 
by a red flag, they went to the home of Elder 
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Wm. W. Phelps, where the Church paper was 
published, tore the printing office to the ground 
and carried away the type, press, and other 
things. Sister Phelps, with a sick babe in her 
arms, was turned out into the street. The mob 
then took Bishop Partridge and Elder Charles 
Allen to the courthouse, where they stripped 
them of their clothing and covered their bodies 
with tar and feathers. 


The Lieutenant Governor of the State, Lil- 
burn W. Boggs, was present and saw what took 
place. Instead of protecting the Saints, he made 
mock of them in their trouble, saying, “You 
now know what our Jackson boys can do, and 
you must leave the country.” 


Night came, and the wicked men, well pleased 
with what they had done, returned to their 
homes. 


Three days later the mob met again. The 
Saints saw they were at the mercy of these 
wicked men. It would be a great trial to them 
to leave the houses and lands for which they had 
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worked so hard. But by refusing to go they 
would bring upon themselves greater trouble— 
perhaps the loss of many lives. 

They told the mob that one-half of their num- 
ber would leave Missouri the 1st of the follow- 
ing January, and that the rest would follow 
the 1st of the next April. Their enemies agreed 
to this, and told the Saints they would not 
trouble them any more. 
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THE SAINTS DRIVEN FROM JACKSON 
COUNTY 


On hearing what the mob had done, Gover- 
nor Dunklin advised the Saints to have their 
enemies arrested and tried by law. They de- 
cided to do so. They hired four lawyers at one 
thousand dollars to plead their cause in court. 

When the enemies of the Saints heard this 
they became very angry. About fifty of them 
met and held a meeting. They were armed with 
guns and clubs. They decided to attack a little 
branch of the Church which was on the west 
bank of the Big Blue River, and destroy the 
homes of the Saints there. 


When night came these wicked men went to 
the little settlement. All was peace and quiet. 
The Saints were asleep. Suddenly the doors of 
their homes were burst open, and the mob be- 
gan its cruel work. The mothers and children 
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were frightened almost to death. They ran 
screaming from their homes and hid themselves 
among the bushes. The husbands and fathers 
tried to escape, but failed. They were caught 
by the mob, and were badly beaten with clubs 
and other weapons. 


When their enemies had left, the women and 
children crept from their hiding places. They 
made their way back towards their humble 
homes, but found some of them in ruins. These 
are some of the things which the Saints in those 
days suffered because they would not deny the 
truth. 


Night after night the work of destruction 
was carried on. The mob broke into the store 
owned by Gilbert and Whitney, threw some of 
the goods into the street, and carried much 
away. 


A few days later the mob decided to make 
another attack upon the Saints at Independ- 
ence. A number of the brethren armed them- 


selves with guns. They felt that it was right 
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for them to protect themselves, their wives and 
children. There were sixty wicked men in the 
mob. When they came to the place where the 
Saints were they fired upon them, wounding 
several. Two of the brethren, Andrew Barber 
and Philo Dibble, were seriously wounded. 
Brother Dibble recovered, but Brother Barber 
died the next day. He laid down his life for his 
friends. 


The mob was stopped in its deadly work by 
the guns of the Saints. When the mob opened 
fire, some of the brethren who had guns used 
them. Two of their enemies fell dead. The rest 
became frightened and ran away, leaving their 
horses and dead companions. 


A report of the battle soon spread over the 
country. Then followed a time of great excite- 
ment. Wicked falsehoods were told about the 
Saints. It was said they were going to drive 
the rest of the people out of the country. In- 
stead of that it was the Saints who were about 
to be driven. 
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One of the bitterest enemies of the Saints was 
Lieutenant - Governor Boggs. What do you 
think he did at this time? He organized a com- 
pany of the state militia, which many of the 
mob joined, and placed Colonel Pitcher, as 
wicked a man as himself in charge. 


Pitcher ordered the Saints to deliver up their 
guns, and to leave the country at once. He de- 
ceived them by telling them that their enemies 
would have to give up their weapons also. He 
also told the Saints he would give them protec- 
tion. 


The members of the Church had been taught 
to obey the laws of the land, and to be subject 
to those in authority. They, therefore, turned 
over their weapons. 


Then a mob of human fiends attacked their 
homes. They drove out helpless women and 
children, and threatened to take their lives if 
they did not leave the country. Frightened 
almost to death, the poor Saints fled in all direc- 
tions. Some of them stayed all night on the 
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open prairie, while others sought protection 
along the banks of the Missouri River. 

When the Prophet heard what had taken 
place, he burst into tears. “Oh, my brethren, 
my brethren,’ he sobbed, “would that I had 
been with you to share your fate.” 
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ZION’S CAMP 


The Saints who were driven from Jackson 
County settled in Clay, Van Buren and Lafay- 
ette Counties. They were very kindly treated 
by the citizens of Clay County. 


The Prophet Joseph prayed often to the Lord 
for them. He was told in a revelation to organ- 
ize a company to assist them, and to try to get 
their homes restored to them. He organized 
the company and gave it the name Zion’s Camp. 


The company left Kirtland on the 5th of 
May, 1834. It was led by the Prophet Joseph. 
There were about one hundred and fifty men in 
the party. They had twenty wagons filled with 
food and clothing for their poor brethren and 
sisters in Missouri. Nearly all the brethren had 
to walk. Sometimes they traveled forty miles 
in a day. They rested Sundays and held meet- 
ings. 
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Hach night at the sound of a trumpet the 
men went to their tents. They knelt down and 
thanked the Lord for His blessings. They also 
prayed for the dear ones they had left behind. 
In the morning when the trumpet sounded, the 
men of the camp knelt upon the ground and 
asked the Lord to take care of them during the 
day. 

One evening, when some of the brethren were 
putting up the Prophet’s tent, they saw three 
rattlesnakes. They were about to kill them 
when Joseph stopped them. “Men must become 
harmless themselves,” he said, “before they can 
expect the brute creation to be so.” 

A few days later one of the company, Solo- 
mon Humphrey, lay down on the prairie to rest. 
While he slept, a large rattlesnake coiled itself 
up near his head. When Brother Humphrey 
awoke he saw the serpent, he said to some of 
the brethren who would have killed it, ‘‘No, I 
will protect him, for he and I have had a good 
nap together.” The rattlesnake’s life was 


spared. 
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The journey to Missouri was a very trying 
one. At times the men had to wade through 
rivers and struggle through swamps. With 
bruised and bleeding feet they traveled over 
hills and sandy plains. Because of these trials 
some of them began to murmur. Joseph spoke 
kindly to them. He pleaded with them to stop 
finding fault, and to humble themselves before 
the Lord. He said the Lord had revealed to 
him that if they did not do so, a scourge would 
come upon the camp. 


After traveling a little over a month, Joseph 
and his brethren arrived at Salt River, in the 
State of Missouri. Here they were joined by 
another party which Hyrum Smith and Lyman 
Wight had gathered in the State of Michigan 
and other places. There were now two hundred 
and five men and twenty-five wagons in Zion’s 
Camp. | 


After resting several days at Salt River, the 
Camp proceeded on its journey. On hearing of 
the coming of Joseph and his brethren, a mob 
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of wicked men started to raise an army to at- 
tack them. The leaders of the mob were Samuel 
C. Owens and James Campbell. As Campbell 
placed his pistols in his belt he said he would 
fix Joe Smith and his army before two days 
were past. 

He did not live to carry out his threat. That 
night, as twelve of the mob were trying to cross 
the Missouri River, the boat sank and seven 
men were drowned. Campbell was one of them. 
In seeking the lives of others, he lost his own. 
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HOW THE LORD PROTECTED HIS 
PEOPLE 


The members of Zion’s Camp were in great 
danger. They were surrounded by wicked men 
who had made up their minds to murder them. 
And they would, no doubt, have done so, if the 
Lord had not prevented them. 


On the night of June 19, 1834, Joseph and his 
party passed safely through the town of Rich- 
mond. They camped between two branches of 
Fishing River. They were getting ready to lie 
down to rest when five rough men, with loaded 
guns, appeared before them. “You shall not 
live to see morning,” they said. “Sixty men are 
coming from Richmond, and seventy more 
from Clay County, to utterly destroy you.” 

How easy it is for the Lord to overthrow the 
plans of wicked men. You remember reading 
in the Bible how He saved the children of Israel 
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from the Egyptians. Well, in much the same 
way He saved the members of Zion’s Camp. 


That night a terrible storm arose. The light- 
ning flashed, the thunder rolled, and rain came 
down in torrents. Some of the mob said after- 
wards that Little Fishing River rose thirty feet 
in thirty minutes. The awful storm filled the 
enemies of the Saints with fear. They fled in 
all directions, trying to find shelter. One of 
their number was struck by lightning and 
killed. 


Where were the members of Zion’s Camp all 
this time? They were safe and dry in a school- 
house. How grateful they all felt! From the 
heart of each one there went up a prayer of 
Thanksgiving to the Lord for His protecting 
care. 


Two days later, three leading men of Ray 
County came to see the Prophet. He received 
them kindly. One of them said, “We see that 
there is an Almighty power that protects this 
people.” He told Joseph that he was leading 
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an armed mob against him and his party when 
the storm burst upon them and drove them 
back. 


The Prophet told them the mission of Zion’s 
Camp. He said they were carrying food and 
clothing to their poor brethren and sisters who 
had been driven from their homes in Independ- 
ence. They had no thought of doing harm to 


anyone. 


Before Joseph had finished speaking the 
three men were shedding tears. They offered 
the Prophet their hands, and told him they 
would do all in their power to stop the cruel 
work of the enemies of the Saints. 


Soon after this, Zion’s Camp was disbanded. 
Taking a few faithful brethren with him, Jo- 
seph went to Independence. He felt very sor- 
rowful as he looked upon the lands from which 
his people had been driven. They were then in 
the hands of their enemies. But he was made 
glad on remembering what the Lord had told 
him in a revelation a short time before—that 
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the day would come when Zion would be re- 
deemed, and the Saints would again possess the 
land. 

After visiting several days among the mem- 
bers of the Church, Joseph returned to Kirt- 
land. 
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THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM 


For three years the Church had peace. The 
Saints made good use of the time. The Lord 
had commanded them to build a Temple in 
Kirtland. There were only thirty families of 
Saints in that place. They were very poor, and 
they had to make great sacrifices in order to 
build the Temple. The Prophet Joseph worked 
in the stone quarry, and his brother Hyrum 
also labored faithfully on the sacred building. 


The Lord had revealed to the Prophet Jo- 
seph that Twelve Apostles should be called to 
preach the Gospel, and to assist the First Presi- 
dency in presiding over the Church. The time 
had now come for these men to be chosen. They 
were selected from the members of Zion’s 
Camp. Their names were: Thomas B. Marsh, 
David W. Patten, Brigham Young, Heber C. 
Kimball, William Smith, Orson Pratt, Orson 

90 


Hyde, William E. McLellin, Parley P. Pratt, 
Luke Johnson, John F. Boynton and Lyman 
EK. Johnson. 

A few days later the First Quorum of Sev- 
enty was organized. Soon after their ordina- 
tion the Apostles were called to go on missions. 
They traveled like the early Apostles — with- 
out purse or scrip. They were blessed of the 
Lord. Kind friends took care of them, and 
through their preaching many were brought 
into the Church. 

One day a French traveler, Mr. Michael H. 
Chandler, came to Kirtland to see the Prophet. 
He had with him four mummies and some rolls 
of papyrus. These had been found in Thebes, 
Egypt, by Mr. Chandler’s uncle. 

Mr. Chandler had shown the mummies and 
papyrus to learned men in Philadelphia. They 
were able to translate only a few of the char- 
acters which were upon the parchment. On 
hearing of Joseph Smith, and that he was able 
to translate strange writings, Mr. Chandler 
brought the mummies and manuscript to him. 
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Joseph examined the characters upon the 
parchment, and to his surprise and delight 
found they had been written by Abraham. By 
the power of God he translated some of the 
characters, and Mr. Chandler said it was much 
better than the learned men of Philadelphia 
had done. 

Some friends of the Prophet bought the 
mummies and parchment from Mr. Chandler. 
Joseph translated the writing which was upon 
the parchment. Then it was printed in a book. 
You can find it in “The Pearl of Great Price.” 
It is called “The Book of Abraham.” 
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REMARKABLE VISIONS IN KIRTLAND 
TEMPLE 


For three years the Saints worked faithfully 
on the Kirtland Temple. At the end of that 
time the sacred building was finished and dedi- 
cated. The dedication took place on the 27th of 
March, 1836. 


One day, about two months before the dedi- 
cation, the Prophet Joseph, his two counselors, 
Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams, and 
the Prophet’s father went to the Temple. There 
Father Smith was anointed as the Patriarch of 
the Church. He anointed and blessed Joseph 
and his counselors. Just then a wonderful thing 
took place. The heavens were opened and a 
glorious vision was given to the Prophet. He 
saw the celestial kingdom, and beheld its glory. 
He saw a beautiful throne, on which were 
seated the Father and the Son. He also saw 
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fathers Adam and Abraham, and was told 
things which you will learn as you grow older. 


Joseph’s father and the other brethren were 
also greatly blessed of the Lord. Some of them 
beheld the Savior, and others saw holy angels. 
They rejoiced and praised the Lord for the 
glorious things they had seen and heard. 


The evening of the dedication Joseph met 
with the quorums of the Priesthood in the Tem- 
ple. While Brother George A. Smith was speak- 
ing, a noise was heard like the rushing of a 
strong wind. The whole congregation arose at 
once. Some spoke in tongues, others prophe- 
sied and others saw heavenly visions. The 
Temple was filled with angels. People outside 
heard the strange sound, and came running to 
the Temple. They beheld a bright light, like a 
pillar of fire, resting above the sacred building. 


On Sunday, the 3rd of April, 1836, while the 
Prophet Joseph and Oliver Cowdery were pray- 
ing in the Temple a remarkable vision was 
given to them. They saw the Lord standing 
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upon the breastwork of the pulpit. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire. His hair was white as 
pure snow, and His face was brighter than the 
sun. He spoke to Joseph and Oliver, saying: 

“T am the first and the last; I am he who 
liveth, I am he who was slain, I am your advo- 
cate with the Father; 

“Behold, your sins are forgiven you, you are 
clean before me, therefore lift up your heads 
and rejoice. 

“Tet the hearts of your brethren rejoice, and 
let the hearts of all my people rejoice, who have 
with their might built this house to my name. 

“For behold, I have accepted this house, and 
my name shall be here, and I will manifest my- 
self to my people in mercy in this house; 

“Yea, I will appear unto my servants, and 
speak unto them with mine own voice, if my 
people will keep my commandments, and do 
not pollute this holy house. 

“Yes, the hearts of thousands and tens of 


thousands shall greatly rejoice in consequence 
95 


of the blessings which shall be poured out, and 
the endowment with which my servants have 
been endowed in this house; 

“And the fame of this house shall spread to 
foreign lands, and this is the beginning of the 
blessing which shall be poured out upon the 
heads of my people. Even so. Amen.” 

The word of the Lord has been fulfilled. The 
fame of the Kirtland Temple has spread into 
foreign lands, and people of many nations have 
heard of the wonderful visions and revelations 
which were given in that holy place. 

After the vision of the Savior, Moses, Elias 
and Elijah appeared to Joseph and Oliver. 
Moses gave them authority to gather the peo- 
ple of the Lord from the nations of the earth, 
and Elijah revealed to them the work for the 
dead. This work is now being done in the Tem- 
ples, and the dead as well as the living are re- 
ceiving the blessings of the Gospel. 
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THE BRITISH MISSION OPENED 


No greater work was ever done by mortal 
man than by the Prophet Joseph Smith. Tens 
of thousands of people in this land praise his 
name for the blessings they have received 
through him. As you know, it was through 
Joseph the Gospel was restored. The Gospel 
was taken to the lands in which the British peo- 
ple lived. They received it, and it has brought 
to them peace, joy and happiness such as they 
never had before. 

That is not all. Many of them were found in 
the depths of poverty. But the Lord opened 
the way for them to come to Zion, where they 
have been blessed with houses and lands, or- 
chards and vineyards, and now live surrounded 
with peace and plenty. 

In the year 1837 the Lord revealed to the 
Prophet Joseph that missionaries should be 
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sent to Great Britain. Apostle Heber C. Kim- 
ball was chosen to take charge of this work. 
A better selection could not have been made. 
Elder Kimball was a man of strong faith. He 
loved the Gospel. It had brought such joy to 
his soul that he was willing to make any sacri- 
fice to carry the glad tidings to others. 


Apostle Orson Hyde and Elders Willard 
Richards and Joseph Fielding were called to 
go with Brother Kimball. On reaching New 
York they were joined by three brethren from 
Canada. The company sailed from the United 
States on the 1st of July, 1837, on the ship Gar- 
rick, and on the 20th of the same month arrived 
in Liverpool, England. 


The missionaries decided to go to Preston, 
a town about thirty miles from Liverpool. EI- 
der Fielding had a brother, a minister, living 
at that place. On getting out of the coach at 
Preston, one of the first things the brethren 
saw was a large flag, on which were the words, 
“Truth will prevail.” Just three simple words, 
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but they filled the hearts of the servants of the 
Lord with hope and courage. 

The Sunday morning after the arrival of the 
missionaries in Preston, the Reverend Mr. 
Fielding told the members of his church assem- 
bled in meeting that some ministers from 
America would preach in his chapel that after- 
noon. You can imagine how glad the brethren 
felt. Elders Kimball and Hyde addressed the 
meeting in the afternoon. They told the people 
about the Prophet Joseph Smith, and some of 
the wonderful things which the Lord had re- 
vealed to him. 

Another meeting was held in the evening, 
and one on the following Wednesday night. 
Some of the members of Mr. Fielding’s church 
were beginning to believe the teachings of the 
Elders. That displeased the minister, and he 
told the missionaries he would not allow them 
to preach in his chapel any more. They met, 
however, in the homes of some of the people, 
and at the end of a week nine persons were 
baptized into the Church. 
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One morning, soon after that, the mission- 
aries were attacked by evil spirits. Their room 
was filled with them. Brother Kimball was 
sorely afflicted. The brethren prayed to the 
Lord to deliver them. He rebuked the evil 
spirits, and the brethren had peace. 

The Lord blessed the labors of His faithful 
servants, so that in five months one thousand 
people were converted and made members of 
the true Church. This was the beginning of 
the great latter-day work in England. 
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THE HAUN’S MILL MASSACRE 


While a glorious work was being done for 
the Church in England, it was having a very 
hard time at home. It had not only foes with- 
out but foes within. A number of its leading 
men did things that were wrong, and they were 
cut off from membership in the Church. Some 
of them turned against the work of the Lord 
and tried to destroy it. 

It was a terrible time for the Saints in Mis- 
souri. Each day brought them fresh trouble. 
Their enemies had made up their minds to 
either destroy them or drive them out of the 
state. 


One day a mob of wicked men entered the 
little town of DeWitt, in Carroll County, where 
a number of the Saints resided. They had guns 
and cannon, and at once opened fire on the 
town. The Saints defended themselves as 
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Church. There was an old well near by, and 
the bodies of the murdered Saints were thrown 
into it. 

These good Latter-day Saints laid down their 
lives for the truth’s sake, and great shall be 
their reward in heaven. But woe to those who 
so foully murdered them. Better for them if 
they had never been born. 
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THE PROPHET JOSEPH IN RICHMOND 
JAIL 


Soon after the terrible massacre at Haun’s 
Mill, a large army of mob militia gathered at 
Richmond. From here they marched to within 
a short distance of Far West, where they 
camped. One morning, a few days later, men 
carrying a white flag were seen approaching 
the city of Far West. They were members of 
the militia. The white flag was a sign of peace. 

Colonel Hinkle went out to meet the men. 
He went back with them to their camp, and 
here he entered into an agreement with the 
enemies of the Saints to deliver the Prophet 
Joseph and a number of the leading brethren 
into their hands. The name of this traitor may 
well be linked with that of Judas Iscariot. 

He returned to Far West and told the Prophet 
that the officers in charge of the militia desired 
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him and other leading men to come to their 
camp that night. They wished, he said, to have 
the difficulties settled. Joseph asked Hinkle 
for the names of the other brethren, and he said 
they were Sidney Rigdon, Parley P. Pratt, Ly- 
man Wight, and George W. Robinson. Hinkle 
assured the Prophet that no harm would come 
to him or his brethren. 


Hinkle accompanied Joseph and his brethren 
to the camp of the militia, and there the true 
character of the traitor was revealed. Address- 
ing General Lucas he said, “These are the pris- 
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oners I agreed to deliver up.”’ The whole camp 
yelled with delight, and General Lucas brand- 
ished his sword as if he had gained a great 


victory. 


The Prophet and his companions were im- 
mediately placed in charge of strong guards. 
They had to lie upon the wet ground. They 
were kept awake all night with the mockings, 
curses and threats of the vile wretches in charge 
of them. The next morning Hyrum Smith and 
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Amasa M. Lyman were dragged from their 
families in Far West, and brought into the 
camp. 


It was decided to send the prisoners to Inde- 
pendence. The Saints at Far West were told 
by the mob that they need never expect to see 
their leaders again, for their doom was sealed. 
However, while Joseph and his companions 
were camped at night on Crooked River the 
word of the Lord came to the Prophet assuring 
him that their lives would be spared. 


The next morning Joseph spoke to his fellow- 
prisoners in a low, cheerful tone, saying: ‘Be 
of good cheer; my brethren, the word of the 
Lord came to me last night that our lives should 
be given us, and that whatever else we might 
have to suffer during this captivity, not one of 
us should die.” 


The prisoners were taken to Independence. A 
few days later General Clark gave orders for 
them to be taken to Richmond and placed in 
jail there. On the way the guards got drunk. 
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It would have been easy for Joseph and his 
brethren to have made their escape. They 
knew, however, that they had not broken any 
law. If they were to run away people would 
say they were guilty. All they wanted was a 
fair trial. They knew they could prove their 
innocence. The Prophet and his companions 
took charge of the guard’s guns and horses, and 
returned them to the guards.when the latter 


became sober. 


On arriving in Richmond the brethren were 
taken to the jail, and there they were bound 
with chains and placed in charge of as vile 
wretches as ever lived. They had to lie upon the 
bare floor, without any covering. 


The Prophet and his friends suffered terribly, 
not only in body but also in spirit. Night after 
night they had to listen to the vulgar songs and 
stories, the curses and laughter of those who 
kept guard over them. 


One night the wretches were telling with 


great glee of the way in which they had treated 
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some of the Saints. They boasted of the awful 
crimes they had committed upon mothers and 
daughters, and that they had even killed little 
children. 

Suddenly the Prophet sprang to his feet, and 
in a voice that almost shook the prison he re- 
buked the inhuman monsters. “Silence!” said 
he, “ye fiends of the infernal pit! In the name 
of Jesus Christ I rebuke you and command you 
to be still; I will not live another minute and 
hear such language. Cease such talk, or you 
or I die this instant!” 

He ceased speaking. He stood erect in ter- 
rible majesty. Chained, and without a weapon, 
calm, unruffled and dignified as an angel, he 
looked down upon the quailing guards, whose 
knees smote together, and who, shrinking into 
a corner, or crouching at his feet, begged his 
pardon, and remained quiet until change of 
guards. 
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FROM MISSOURI TO ILLINOIS—A DAY 
OF MIRACULOUS HEALINGS 


I have not told you a hundredth part of the 
suffering of the Saints in Missouri. They were 
not only robbed of their homes, their lands, 
cattle, etc., but between three and four hundred 
of them — men, women and children — were 
murdered in cold blood. Sister Armanda Smith, 
whose husband and little son were murdered at 
Haun’s Mill, says: 

“The mob told us we must leave the state 
forthwith or be killed. It was cold weather, and 
they had our teams and clothes, our men all 
dead or wounded. I told them they might kill 
me and my children and welcome. They sent 
word to us from time to time, saying that if we 
did not leave the state they would come and 
kill us. We had little prayer meetings. They 
said if we did not stop them they would kill 
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every man, woman and child. We had spelling 
schools for our little children. They said if we 
did not stop these they would kill every man, 
woman and child. We (the women) had to do 
our own milking, cut our own wood; no man 
to help us. I started on the 1st of February for 
Illinois, without money; mobs on the way; 
drove our own teams; slept out of doors. I had 
five small children; we suffered hunger, fatigue 
and cold.” 


The people of Illinois had heard of the terri- 
ble persecutions of the Saints in Missouri. They 
felt sorry for them, and were willing to help 
them. So, on being driven from Missouri, the 
Saints took up their abode in Illinois. There, 
on the banks of the Mississippi River, they 
founded the beautiful little city of Nauvoo. 


After being in prisons for almost six months, 
Joseph and his brethren regained their liberty 
and joined the Saints in Illinois. There was 
much joy among the members of the Church 
when their beloved Prophet appeared in their 
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midst again. He found his family very poor. 
Their home was a little log cabin, but even for 
it they were thankful. 


Nauvoo was a beautiful place for a city. The 
Mississippi swept around it in a half circle, 
giving the place three fronts upon the noble 
river. But it proved to be an unhealthful place, 
for soon after the Saints had settled there many 
of them suffered with malarial fever. 


The Prophet himself was afflicted and con- 
fined to his bed; but through the power of the 
Lord he overcame the disease and went forth 
and began to administer to many who were ill. 
He walked along the bank of the river, healing 
all the sick who lay in his path. Going to the 
tent of Brother Henry G. Sherwood, who was 
almost at the point of death, he commanded him 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to arise 
and be made well. Brother Sherwood was 
healed immediately, and arose and walked out 
of the tent. Joseph, with Elder Heber C. Kim- 
ball and others, then crossed the river to Mon- 
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trose. There they found several of the Apostles 
very ill. They were also healed, and straight- 
way arose and went with the Prophet to ad- 
minister to other sick persons. 


They first called at the home of Brother 
Elijah Fordham, who it was expected every 
minute would die. Joseph walked up to the 
dying man, and took hold of his right hand and 
spoke to him; but Brother Fordham was un- 
able to speak; his eyes were set in his head like 
glass, and he seemed entirely unconscious of 
all around him. Joseph held his hand and looked 
into his eyes in silence for a short time. A 
change in Brother Fordham was soon noticed 
by all present. His sight returned, and upon 
Joseph asking him if he knew him, he, in a low 
whisper, answered, ‘‘Yes.” Joseph asked him 
if he had faith to be healed. He answered, “I 
fear it is too late; if you had come sooner, I 
think I could have been healed.” The Prophet 
said, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ?” He 


answered in a feeble voice, “I do.” Joseph then 
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midst again. He found his family very poor. 
Their home was a little log cabin, but even for 
it they were thankful. 


Nauvoo was a beautiful place for a city. The 
Mississippi swept around it in a half circle, 
giving the place three fronts upon the noble 
river. But it proved to be an unhealthful place, 
for soon after the Saints had settled there many 
of them suffered with malarial fever. 


The Prophet himself was afflicted and con- 
fined to his bed; but through the power of the 
Lord he overcame the disease and went forth 
and began to administer to many who were ill. 
He walked along the bank of the river, healing 
all the sick who lay in his path. Going to the 
tent of Brother Henry G. Sherwood, who was 
almost at the point of death, he commanded him 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to arise 
and be made well. Brother Sherwood was 
healed immediately, and arose and walked out 
of the tent. Joseph, with Elder Heber C. Kim- 
ball and others, then crossed the river to Mon- 

1d2 


nfynveg aYyj—ooann N 























stood erect still holding his hand in silence sev- 
eral moments. Then he spoke in a loud voice, 
saying, ‘“Brother Fordham, I command you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to arise from this bed 
and be made whole.” His voice was like the 
voice of God, and not of man. It seemed as 
though the house shook to its very foundations. 
Brother Fordham arose from his bed and was 
healed that moment. He put on his clothes, and 
after eating a bowl of bread and milk, followed 
the Prophet into the street. 

These things strengthened greatly the faith 
of the Saints, who gave thanks and praise to the 
Lord, for the power which He had given to His 


servants. 
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CoEaPhOorn hl’ S Vist’ TO 
WASHINGTON 


Joseph now decided to go to Washington 
and make a full report to the President of the 
United States and Congress of the wrongs 
which his people had suffered in Missouri. The 
Saints at that time were very poor, for they had 
been robbed of almost all their property. The 
Prophet hoped to be able to get them help. He 
felt that the State of Missouri should be made 
to pay the Saints for the great loss they had suf- 
fered. 

In the month of October, 1839, in company 
with Sidney Rigdon and Judge Elias Higbee, 
Joseph started for the national capital. They 
traveled by stage. There were in the coach 
some women and children, also two or three 
members of Congress. 

One day while they were traveling through 

115 


the mountains the driver stopped at a house 
to get some liquor. While he was gone, the 
horses became frightened and started to run 
at full speed down a steep hill. The women 
screamed, and one lady, fearing she would be 
killed, was about to throw her baby out of the 
window when the Prophet got hold of her and 
kept her from doing so. 


Of all the passengers, he was the least ex- 
cited. When he had calmed the women, he 
opened the door and climbed up into the drivex’s 
seat. Then he got hold of the reins, and in a 
little while brought the horses under control 
and stopped them. They had run about three 
miles. 


The passengers gave much praise and thanks 
to the young man for his brave act. Had it not 
been for his heroic work perhaps some of them 
would have lost their lives. The gentlemen 
from Washington said they would call the at- 
tention of Congress to the noble deed. They 
asked the Prophet his name. He told them he 
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was Joseph Smith. On hearing that, they 
looked at each other in surprise and said no 
more about the matter. 


On the way, Sidney Rigdon took sick, and 
had to be left at Philadelphia. Soon after their 
arrival in Washington, the Prophet Joseph and 
Judge Higbee called upon President Van Buren 
and gave him their letters of introduction. 
When he had learned their errand, a frown 
came over his face, and he said sharply, “I can 
do nothing for you. If I do anything I shall 
come in contact with the whole State of Mis- 
souri.”’ 


Then Joseph told him of the terrible wrongs 
which had been done to the Saints in Missouri. 
As he related them, the feelings of the Presi- 
dent seemed to change, and he said he would 
think the matter over. 


When the Prophet and his companion called 
on the President again they were surprised to 
find that he had no desire to help the poor peo- 
ple who had been so cruelly wronged. “Your 
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cause is just,” he said; “I can do nothing for 
you. If I take up for you, I shall lose the vote 
of Missouri.” 

A committee had been appointed by Con- 
gress to consider the matter, but the members 
of it, like the President, were afraid to do any- 
thing in behalf of the despised ‘“Mormons.”’ 

But Joseph’s mission to Washington was not 
an entire failure. He preached several public 
sermons, and made many warm friends, who 
afterwards wrote and spoke well of him. 
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REMARKABLE PROPHECIES AND 
THEIR FULFILLMENT 


One day a number of Indians came to Nau- 
voo to see the Prophet. Some of them had read 
the Book of Mormon, and they wanted to meet 
the man who had sent them the wonderful 
history. 


Joseph told them about their forefathers, 
who had come across the great waters to this 
land. He told the Indians of the many ways in 
which the Lord had blessed their fathers. But 
because they would not do as the Lord told 
them, but quarreled and fought among them- 
selves, He was angry with them and caused a 
dark skin to come upon many of them. 


The Prophet told the Indians that if they 
would do right, and live in peace, the Lord 
would bless them and they would be happy. 
When he had finished speaking one of the 
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chiefs said: “I believe you are a great and good 
man. I look rough, but I am also a son of the 
Great Spirit. I have heard your voice; and we 
intend to quit fighting, and follow the good 


advice you have given us.” 


Nauvoo grew very fast. In less than two 
years there were thousands of Saints living 
there in good homes. A university was planned, 
and later the city was crowned. with a beautiful 
Temple. 


The Prophet felt, however, that his people 
would not remain there long. One day he 
crossed the river to Montrose. Standing in the 
shade of a building there he uttered a remark- 
able prophecy. He said the Saints would con- 
tinue to suffer much affliction, and would be 
driven to the Rocky Mountains. Many would 
leave the Church, others would be put to death 
or lose their lives through disease, and because 
of the trials that would come to them; but some 
of those present would live to go and help make 
settlements and build cities and see the Saints 
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become a mighty people in the midst of the 
Rocky Mountains. That was a wonderful proph- 
ecy. It has been fulfilled to the very letter. 


One night the Prophet Joseph, Wilford 
Woodruff and Willard Richards were out 
walking together, and talking about the great 
latter-day work. Suddenly a strange light ap- 
peared in the heavens. It was in the shape of a 
sword. As they stood looking at it, Joseph told 
them that was a sign of a terrible war which 
would take place in this country. 


~ Some years before this he prophesied about 
this great war. He said it would be brought 
about by the Southern States rebelling against 
the Northern States; that the Southern States 
would call on Great Britain for help; that the 
war would begin in South Carolina, and that it 
would end in the death of many men. 


About twenty-eight years later this prophecy 
began to be fulfilled. The Southern States re- 
belled against the Northern States, which 


brought about the great Civil War. The war 
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commenced where the Prophet said it would, in 
South Carolina, and it ended in the death of 
over one million men. 

Before closing this chapter I wish to tell you 
about another prophecy which Joseph gave in 
the month of May, 1843. He was dining at 
Carthage, Illinois, with Judge Stephen A. 
Douglas and others. After dinner, Judge Doug- 
las asked the Prophet to give him an account 
of the persecutions of the Saints in Missouri. 
Joseph did so, talking for almost three hours. 

At that time the judge seemed to be very 
friendly towards the Prophet. When Joseph 
had told him all that the Saints had passed 
through, he looked straight into Mr. Douglas’ 
face and said: “Judge, you will aspire to the 
Presidency of the United States; and if you 
ever turn your hand against me or the Latter- 
day Saints, you will feel the weight of the hand 
of the Almighty upon you; and you will live to 
see and know that I have testified the truth to 
you; for the conversation of this day will stick 
to you through life.’ 
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Seventeen years afterwards Mr. Douglas was 
named for President of the United States. It 
was firmly believed that he would be elected, 
for he was looked upon as a great man. But 
in order to make friends of those who were op- 
posed to the Saints, he turned against the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, and said many things about 
them which were false and wicked. 

Well, the day of the election came, and Judge 
Douglas was defeated; he was voted down in 
every State in the Union except one. It was at 
that time that Abraham Lincoln was made 
President. 

In less than a year Judge Douglas died at his 
home in Chicago, a disappointed and almost 
broken-hearted man. 
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A COLD-BLOODED MURDER 


On the 6th day of April, 1844, a special con- 
ference of the Church was held in Nauvoo. 
There were twenty thousand people present. 
The Prophet seemed to be filled with the Spirit 
of the Lord. He preached for three and a half 
hours, and during all that time the people sat 
in silence, drinking in the glorious truths that 
fell from his lips. That sermon will never be 
forgotten. People often talk about it now. 


At that time a number of men were cut off 
from the Church. Their names were William 
Law, Wilson Law, Chauncey L. Higbee, Fran- 
cis M. Higbee, and Robert D. Foster. They 
had been found guilty of wicked things. They 
had even gone so far as to lay plans to kill the 
Prophet. 

These vile traitors went to Carthage, Illinois, 


and made false and wicked charges against the 
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Prophet Joseph. On hearing that an order had 
been issued for his arrest, Joseph went to Car- 
thage and placed himself in charge of an officer 
of the court. All he wanted was a fair trial, and 
that it be held at once. The other side, how- 
ever, wanted the case held back for a time. It 
was decided to do this. Joseph was given in 
charge of the sheriff; but that officer allowed 
him to return with his companions to Nauvoo. 
Joseph learned later that it was the intention of 
his enemies to kill him that night in Carthage. 


On the night of the 22nd of June, 1844, Jo- 
seph and his brother, Hyrum, left Nauvoo. They 
had decided to go to the Rocky Mountains, to 
escape from their enemies, and to choose a place 
of safety and rest for the Saints. Tears streamed 
down the Prophet’s cheeks as he bade good-by 
to his loved ones. 


Some time after Joseph and Hyrum had left, 
Emma Smith, the Prophet’s wife, and others 
sent messengers after them, asking them to 
come back, as they were being spoken of as 
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cowards. They turned at once and started back 


towards Nauvoo. ‘‘Hyrum,” said Joseph, “we 
are going back to be murdered.” To this Hy- 
rum replied, ‘If we live or die we will be recon- 


ciled to our fate.” 


Next morning Joseph, with seventeen others, 
started for Carthage. On the way Joseph said 
to his companions, “I am going like a lamb to 
the slaughter, but I am calm as a summer's 
morning. I have a conscience void of offense 
toward God and toward all men. If they take 
my life I shall die an innocent man, and my 
blood shall ery from the ground for vengeance, 
and it shall yet be said of me, ‘He was murdered 
in cold blood’.” 


On the 27th of June, 1844, the Prophet Jo- 
seph, his brother Hyrum, Apostles John Tay- 
lor and Willard Richards were sitting as pris- 
oners in Carthage Jail. They were very sad, for 
they felt that something awful was going to 
happen. Joseph asked Brother Taylor to sing 
a hymn, which he did. 
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A little later the brethren saw a number of 
men with painted faces running around the 
jail. They had guns in their hands. They 
rushed up the stairway, burst open the door and 
began firing upon the prisoners. The beloved 
Hyrum was the first to fall. He received three 
bullets, and sank to the floor, saying, “I am a 
dead man.” Joseph sprang to the window. As 
he stood for a second looking out, two bullets 
from behind and one from the mob in front 
pierced his body, and he fell to the ground ex- 
claiming, “My Lord! my God!” Elder Taylor 
received five bullet wounds, but, strange to tell, 
they did not prove fatal. Elder Richards was 
left unharmed. 

Thus ended the mortal lives of two of the 
noblest and best men the world has ever seen. 
Save Jesus of Nazareth, no greater Prophet 
ever lived than Joseph Smith. 


127 


“Praise to his memory, he died as a martyr, 
Honored and blessed be his ever great 
name; 
Long shall his blood which was shed by 
assassins 
Stain Illinois, while the earth lauds his 
fame.” 
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MOTHER STORIES 
FROM THE 


BOOK OF MORMON 





LEHI AND HIS FAMILY 


So you want me to tell you a story, children. 
I will gladly do so, for when I was a child like 
one of you, I loved to listen to stories, too— 
stories about great and good men and women, 
and good boys and girls. 

The story I am going to tell you this evening 
is about a good man named Lehi, and his fam- 
ily, who lived, many, many years ago in a coun- 
try far across the sea. 

Lehi had a good wife. Her name was Sariah. 
They had four sons. Their names were Laman, 


Lemuel, Sam and Nephi. Nephi and Sam were 
i 


very good boys. They loved their father and 
mother and were always obedient to them. 


But Laman and Lemuel were not at all like 
their brothers. They did not obey their parents, 
but often vexed them by doing things that were 
wrong. 

That was displeasing to our Heavenly 
Father, and He did not love Laman and Lemuel 
as He loved Sam and Nephi. 


The people who lived in the same place as 
Lehi were wicked. They would not do as the 
Lord wished, so He said He would have to pun- 
ish them, to teach them to do better. He told 
Lehi to go out among them, and to tell them 
that if they did not stop doing wicked things, 
He would not bless them as He had done, but 
would let people from another country come 
and take them away to be their servants. 


Lehi preached many times to the people, but 
not one of them would believe what he said. 
Then the Lord told Lehi to gather his family 
together, and he would lead them to a new and 
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beautiful country, far across great waters. That 
was to this land in which we now live. 


Lehi did as the Lord told him. He left his 
home and all that he had, and, with his wife 
and children, started out for the strange land 
which the Lord had told him about. 


I suppose you would like to know how they 
traveled. Well, I believe they rode on the backs 
of camels. A camel can go ten or twelve days 
without food and drink. It can also keep in its 
stomach a large supply of water to drink when 
it is thirsty. Camels can travel fast and carry 
heavy loads. Some of them can travel one hun- 
dred miles in a day. 


There were no houses in the part of the coun- 
try through which Lehi and his family traveled, 
so they took tents with them to live in. One day 
they came to a large river of water. It ran 
through a beautiful valley. By the side of the 
river they put up their tents. Then they knelt 
in prayer, and Lehi gave thanks to God for hav- 
ing taken care of them on the way. 
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Lehi called the river Laman and the valley 
he called Lemuel. You know why he gave them 
those names. Yes, those were the names of his 
two elder sons. 


I told you that Laman and Lemuel were dis- 
obedient boys. They were also unkind to their 
brothers. Their father, Lehi, would often sit 
down and talk kindly to them. He would plead 
with them to be good boys.. He would tell 
them that if they would do right, and obey their 
parents, the Lord would love and bless them; 
but that He would not do so if they kept on 
grumbling and getting angry with their 
brothers. 

Then Laman and Lemuel would say to their 
father, ‘““‘We don’t want to go to a new country. 
We want to go back to our old home and stay 
with the people there.” 


And their father would say, ‘““But you know, 
my boys, the people there are not good; they 
do not do as our Heavenly Father wishes them, 
and He’s going to punish them. That is why 
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He told us to come away from them. If we had 
stayed there after the Lord told us to leave 
we should be punished also.” 

Then Nephi would say, “Yes, brothers, that 
is true. Now, let us be good boys, and do what 
the Lord and our parents tell us, and after a 
while we will get to a beautiful country, and we 
shall be far better and happier than we should 
be if we were to go back to the place we have 
left.” | 

But Laman and Lemuel would not do as their 
father and brothers pleaded with them to do, 
and I will tell you later what happened to 
them. 


HOW NEPHI GOT THE GOOD BOOK 


One night as Lehi lay asleep on his bed in the 
tent, he heard a voice speak to him. It was the 
voice of the Lord out of heaven. The Lord 
said, ‘Lehi, I want you to get Laman, Lemuel, 
Sam and Nephi to go back to. the place where 
they used to live and to bring back with them a 
wonderful book which a man has locked up in 
his home there.” 

“What is the name of the man who has the 
book?” Lehi asked. 

“His name is Laban,” said the Lord, ‘“‘and I 
do not want him to have the book, for he does 
not do what the good book tells him to do.” 

“What is in the book?” Lehi asked. 

“It is full of beautiful stories,” said the Lord. 
“Tt tells how God made the world and all things 
that are in the world. There are also many 
other good stories in it, which boys and girls 
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love to hear, and I want you to get the book, 
so that you can read the stories to your chil- 
dren.”’ 

The next morning Lehi told Laman, Lemuel, 
Sam and Nephi all that the Lord had told him 
about the wonderful book. How happy Nephi 
and Sam felt as they listened to what their 
father said! Then said Nephi, ‘Yes, father, we 
will go and get the book; and when we come 
back with it you will read to us the beautiful 
stories that are in it.” 


“T will, my son,” said the father. “But what 
is the matter with Laman and Lemuel?” asked 
Lehi, as he turned to his two elder sons. 


O, how cross they looked as they said to their 
father, ““We don’t want to go for the book. We 
don’t believe we could get it. We feel sure 
Laban would not let us have it, and perhaps he 
would whip us for coming for it.” 

“We are not afraid of Laban,” said Nephi and 
Sam. “The Lord has told us to do this, and we 


know He will take care of us. He would not 
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want us to go if He did not know that we could 
get the book.” 

“That is right,” said the father. “If you will 
do what the Lord wants you to do, all will be 
well.” 

After a while Laman and Lemuel agreed to 
go with their brothers. But they did not believe 
they would get the book. It was a long journey 
to Laban’s home, and the boys were glad when 
they came in sight of it. 

‘“‘Now who is to go and try to get the book?” 
asked Laman, the eldest son. 


“T will tell you what we will do,” said Nephi. 
“We will write our names on four slips of 
paper. Then we will draw out a name, and the 
one whose namé is drawn will go to Laban and 
ask him for the book.” 


They all agreed to that. Laman’s name was 
drawn and he set out for Laban’s home. For 
a long time his brothers watched for him to 
come back. At last they saw him. He came 
running away from Laban’s house. 
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“Oh, dear!” said Nephi, “what can be the 
matter? Laman has not got the book!” 

They sat in silence till their brother came up 
to them. His face was very pale and he was 
trembling with fright. He was also very angry. 

Going over to Nephi, he said, with a loud 
voice, “I told you before we started that we 
would not get the book, but you would not be- 
lieve me. Do you believe me now?” 

“We are sorry,’ said Nephi, “that your visit 
to Laban was in vain. Will you please tell us 
why you failed to get the book?” 


“When I told Laban what I wanted,” said 
Laman, ‘“‘he became very angry. He called me 
a thief and a robber, and said if I did not leave 
his house at once he would kill me. He reached 
for his sword, and I had to run as fast as I could 
to save my life. Come, let us go back to our 
father.” 

“No,” said Nephi, “I am not going to give 
up with one trial. I still believe we will get the 
book.” 


“O, you do,” said Laman, and he turned up 
his nose in a sneering way. “Pray, how do you 
hope to get the book when I could not get it?” 

“T believe the Lord will help us to get it,” 
said Nephi. “I have just thought of a plan, and 
if you boys will help me carry it out, it may be 
the means of getting us the book.” 

“Well, let us hear your plan,’ said Laman. 

“It is this,” said Nephi. “That we go down 
to the place where we used to live, get all the 
money we left there, and come back and offer 
it to Laban for the book.” 

“That is a good idea,” said Sam. “I am ready 
to go.” 

“T like the plan, too,” said Lemuel. “Come 
Laman, let us go and try it.” 

So the boys started for the home in which 
they used to live. Tomorrow evening I will tell 
you the rest of the story. 
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HOW NEPHI GOT THE GOOD BOOK 


On arriving at their home, Nephi and his 
brothers got all the money and put it into a 
large, cloth bag. Then they prepared a lunch 
with some of the food they had brought with 
them, and when they had finished the meal, 
they took up the bag of money and set out for 
Laban’s home. 


Now, Laban loved money very much, and 
when he saw the large bag of gold and silver 
his eyes sparkled with delight. “If I could get 
that bag of money,” he thought, “I would be 
one of the richest men in the country.” 


But he did not want to give the book for it. 
No, he wanted to keep the book and the money, 
too. The boys sat waiting for Laban to go and 
get them the book. Suddenly he jumped up 
and gave a loud call for his servants, and when 
they came running into the room he told them 
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that Laman, Lemuel, Sam and Nephi had tried 
to rob him. Laban and his servants seized their 
swords and ran at the boys, trying to kill them. 
The boys ran quickly out of the house, leaving 
the large bag of money behind them. Laban 
got it and kept it. Nephi and his brothers ran 
over the hills till they came to some large rocks, 
and there they hid themselves. Laban and his 
servants followed them a long way, and when 
they saw they could not catch them they re- 
turned home. 

Failing to get the book, and seeing that they 
had lost all their money, Laman and Lemuel 
became very angry. They put all the blame on 
Nephi and Sam, and seizing two large branches 
of a tree, they began to beat their younger 
brothers with them. Nephi and Sam pleaded 
with their brothers to stop beating them, but 
they would not. 

Just then Nephi saw a bright light coming 
down from heaven, and a moment later a beau- 
tiful angel, dressed in a shining, white robe, 
stood before them. 
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“You are very bad boys,” the angel said to 
Laman and Lemuel. ‘The Lord is displeased 
with you because of the way you have treated 
your brothers. He has sent me to tell you that 
He will not bless you any more, and that He 
will give many good things to Sam and Nephi.” 

The angel told Nephi to dry his tears, and 
not to fear, for the Lord would help him to get 
the good book. 

When Laman and Lemuel saw the angel they 
were frightened. They said they were sorry for 
having beaten their brothers, and that they 
would not do so again. They asked Nephi and 
Sam to forgive them. They did so freely. 

Nephi then told his brothers to stay behind 
while he made another effort to get the book. 
It was almost dark at the time, so, without be- 
ing seen, he made his way toward Laban’s 
home. As he neared the place he saw a man 
lying upon the ground. He went over to him, 
and was greatly surprised to find that the man 
was Laban. Laban had drunk a great deal of 
wine that evening. 
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As Nephi stood looking at Laban, the voice 
of the Lord spoke to him, telling him to dress 
himself in Laban’s clothes and to go to Laban’s 
home and get the good book. 

Nephi did as the Lord told him. On reaching 
the home of Laban he was met by one of the 
servants. Nephi told the servant to go and get 
the good book and to follow him. The servant 
did as he was told, thinking all the while that 
Nephi was his master, Laban, and that he was 
taking the book out to read to the people. 

When Laman, Lemuel and Sam saw Nephi 
coming toward them, they were very much 
frightened and began to run away. They 
thought it was Laban; for, as I told you, Nephi 
had dressed himself in Laban’s clothing. 


Nephi called to his brothers to wait, and 
When they heard his voice they turned and 
came toward him. 


Zoram (that was the name of Laban’s serv- 
ant) was greatly surprised at that moment. 
He saw that Nephi was not his master, and he 
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was about to run back home when Nephi caught 
him by the arm. 

“Do not have the least fear, Zoram,” said 
Nephi. “The Lord has told us to do this, and 
if you will come down with us to our father 
and mother we will treat you kindly, and will 
take you with us to a beautiful country far 
across the great waters.” 

Zoram agreed to go with Nephi and his breth- 
ren. So, with the good book safe in their hands, 
they started back for the place where their 
father and mother were watching and waiting 
for them. 

On seeing his sons coming, Lehi hastened to 
meet them, and when he heard that they had 
the good book with them he shed tears of joy. 
That evening they all knelt in prayer, and 
Lehi thanked and praised the Lord for bringing 
his boys back safely. Then he opened the book 
and read to them the beautiful story of how 
God made the world. 
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HOW THE LORD ANSWERED NEPHI’S 
PRAYER 


I am going to tell you this evening about 
another trip which Nephi and his brethren made 
to the place where they had lived before, and 
what took place on the way back. 

You see, the country they were going to was 
a very large country. There were no people 
living in it at that time. But the Lord wanted 
it filled with good men and women and good 
boys and girls. 


So He told Lehi to send his sons back to the 
place they had come from to ask a man named 
Ishmael and his family to go with them to the 
wonderful country far across the great waters. 

Ishmael had a number of beautiful daughters, 
and the Lord wanted Lehi’s sons to marry some 
of them, so that they could have good families. 

Lehi told his sons what the Lord wanted 
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them to do, and they all said they would go. 
After traveling for a long time they arrived at 
the home of Ishmael. They were taken in and 
were treated very kindly. 


Nephi told Ishmael why he and his brethren 
had come to his home. Then they all talked the 
matter over, and at last Ishmael and his family 
said they would go with Nephi and his brethren. 


A day or two later the company started out 
for the place where Lehi and his wife were. All 
went well for a time; but after a while Laman 
and Lemuel and part of Ishmael’s family 
stopped and said they would go no farther. 

Nephi pleaded with them to continue the 
journey. He told them that if they would do as 
the Lord wanted them to do, He would take 
them across the great waters and land them 
safely in a beautiful country, where they would 
find all manner of choice fruit and other good 
things. 


“We don’t want to go to a new country,” 


they answered sharply. “We want to go back 
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to our own home, and stay with the people 
there.” 

“Well,” said Nephi, “you can go back if you 
want to, but if you do you will be sorry. The 
people you speak of are wicked, and the Lord 
is going to punish them. So if you go back you 
will be punished too.” 

Then Laman spoke very sharply to Nephi. 
“We do not believe you,” he said. “How do you 
know that the Lord is going to punish the peo- 
ple in the place where we used to live?”’ 


“He told our father so,” said Nephi, ‘“‘and 
everything that the Lord says is true. You did 
not believe we would get the good book our 
father sent us for, but we did get it, just as the 
Lord said we would.” 


Then Laman and Lemuel and some of Ish- 
mael’s family grew very angry, and they ran 
and caught Nephi and tied him with strong 
cords to a large tree. 

“You will not preach to us any more,” they 
said. “We are going to go away and leave you 
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here, and after a while wild beasts will come 
and kill and eat you.” 

Poor Nephi! What a terrible way to be 
treated by his own brothers! He was suffering 
great pain, for the cords were making deep 
wounds in his wrists and ankles. But he did not 
get angry, nor speak hard words to those who 
had so cruelly treated him. He knew the Lord 
would not let the wild beasts harm him, and 
after a time He would help him to get free. 

A happy thought came to him: He would 
pray to the Lord to give him strength to break 
the cords. He looked up to heaven and said, 
“Dear Heavenly Father, I know you will not let 
me be left here to be killed by wild beasts. 
Please give me strength to break these cords, 
that I may be able to go back to my dear father 
and mother.” 

At that moment Nephi felt great strength 
come into his body. The Lord had heard and 
answered his prayer. He broke the cords as 
easily as if they had been tiny threads and stood 
forth free before his brethren. 
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When they saw what had happened, they be- 
gan to tremble with fear. “Surely, the Lord 
is with Nephi,” they said and they came and 
bowed down before him and begged of him to 
forgive them. 

What did Nephi do? He said, “My dear 
brothers, I freely forgive you for all the wrong 
you have done me. Now pray to our Father in 
Heaven to forgive you also.” 

They did so, and then the company began 
to travel again. They reached home in safety. 
Nephi and his brothers married four of the 
daughters of Ishmael, and after a time little 
baby boys and girls were born to them. 
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HOW THE LORD GUIDED LEHI AND 
HIS FAMILY 


This evening I am going to tell you how Lehi 
and his family were guided on their journey. 

They were now a long way from their old 
home. They had not been in that part of the 
land before, and the place was new and strange 
to them. They could not ask anyone to tell 
them the way they should travel, for, as I told 
you, there was no one living in that part. 

How were they to know which way they 
should go? 

“T can see what is going to happen to us,” 
said Laman one evening as they all sat outside 
their tents. 

Nephi was reading the good book at the time, 
but on hearing what his brother said he stopped. 
Looking straight into the face of Laman, he 
asked, “What do you think is going to happen 
to us?” 
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“We are going to get lost; that is what is 
going to happen,” said Laman, sharply. 

“T don’t think so,” said Nephi, calmly, and a 
bright smile lit up his sweet face. “I am sure 
we will get to the wonderful country all right.” 

“O, yes,” said Laman, as he cast a wicked 
glance at Nephi, “you are sure of everything. 
You know all and we know nothing. Isn’t that 
so, boys?” he asked, turning to his other broth- 
ers and to the sons of Ishmael. 

They all, with the exception of Sam, nodded 
their heads, which meant that they agreed with 
what Laman had said. 

Then Sam spoke up in behalf of his brother: 
“T think,” said he, ‘‘that you are all too hard on 
Nephi. It is a shame the way you have treated 
him. He is one of the best boys that ever lived, 
and I am proud to have him for my brother.” 

“Well, you won’t feel so proud of him after a 
while,” said Lemuel, “when he leads you away 
over those mountains and you get lost.” 

“Don’t be afraid, Sam,” said Nephi. “We will 
find a way all right.” 
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“T know we will,” said Sam, “and I will fol- 
low you, Nephi, wherever you go.” 

“And how do you know you will find the 
way?” Laman asked, turning to his brother, 
Sam. 

“T believe the Lord will show us the way,” 
said Sam. “Indeed, I know He will, if we will 
have faith in Him and do what He tells us from 
time to time.” 

“That is true,” said Nephi. ‘And now I want 
to tell you what I have just read in the good 
book. After Moses had led the Children of 
Israel out of Egypt they came to the waters of 
the Red Sea. On looking back they saw Phar- 
aoh and his army of soldiers coming after 
them. 

“GO, dear, what shall we do?’ they cried. ‘We 
cannot cross these waters. In a little while we 
will all be killed.’ | 

“Then Moses stood up before them and said, 
‘Do not be afraid. The Lord will save you from 


Pharaoh’s army.’ Then he stretched his rod 
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across the waters, the sea divided, and all the 
children of Israel crossed over on dry ground. 
When they had reached the other side, Moses 
stretched forth his rod again, and the waters 
came back and drowned Pharaoh and all his 
soldiers. 

“Now, the lesson we can learn from this,” 
Nephi added, ‘“‘is that as the Lord led the chil- 
dren of Israel out of Egypt and through the 
Red Sea, so He can lead us to the beautiful 
country He has told us about.” 


“That is a very good lesson, Nephi,” said his 
father. “I am sure the Lord will guide us right. 
Let us now go into our tents and offer up our 
prayers before we retire to rest.” 


Lehi was the first to awake in the morning. 
He arose quietly and dressed himself. He de- 
cided to go out and watch the sun come up over 
the tops of the mountains, and listen to the birds 
sing their sweet songs in the trees all around 
him. 

As he stepped outside the tent, to his great 
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surprise he saw a large ball lying on the ground. 
He ran and picked it up. It was not like any 
other ball he had ever seen. It was made of fine 
brass, and it had two hands, like the hands of a 
watch. 

He went quickly into the tent and awoke his 
sons. “Look, my sons,” he said, “at the 
beautiful brass ball I found lying outside our 
tent this morning.” 

He examined the ball carefully. As he 
looked at it one of the hands began to point in 
a certain direction. 

“See, Nephi!’ he exclaimed, “the hands are 
moving.” 

“So they are,” said Nephi. “What a wonder- 
ful ball this is!” 

Then all the rest of the company were awak- 
ened and shown the wonderful ball. As they 
looked on it with wondering eyes, Lehi said, 
“We need fear no longer, for if we are faithful 
the hands on the ball will point out to us the 


way we should go.” 
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And so they did. 
Where do you think the wonderful ball came 
from? 
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WHAT HAPPENED ON A HUNTING 
(MGS 


With the wonderful brass ball to guide them, 
Lehi, his family and the rest of the company 
took up their tents and started to travel again. 
It was a pretty sight to see them all in line 
crossing the river Laman. 

When they had traveled for many days they 
decided to stop again for a short time. So they 
chose a cool place, by the side of a stream of 
clear, sparkling water, and there they put up 
their tents. 

That evening Nephi and his brothers and the 
sons of Ishmael began to make preparations for 
a hunting trip, which they had decided to take 
the following morning. They were not going 
out to hunt for pleasure. No, it was for the pur- 
pose of getting food, for the only food the com- 
pany had at that time was wild fruit and the 
flesh of wild animals. 
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I am sure you could not guess what kind of 
weapons they had. 


“Guns?” 


No, there were no guns in those days. They 
used bows and arrows, slings and stones. Some 
of the bows were made of wood and some of 
steel. Nephi had a good steel bow. He and his 
brothers had practiced so much with their bows 
and arrows and slings that they were very good 
shots, but Nephi was the best of all. He could 
hit the mark almost every time. 


Early the next morning the party of young 
hunters started off in search of food. They took 
the brass ball with them to point the way. They 
traveled for a long time without seeing an ani- 
mal att: to. ills 


At last they stopped suddenly. What was the 
noise they heard a short distance ahead of 
them? It was made by a fine, large animal, 
that jumped up frightened and started to run as 
the hunters drew near. It ran to the top of a 
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small hill, and there it stood looking back at 
Nephi and his brethren. 

Laman quickly drew an arrow and was about 
to let it fly when Sam stopped him, saying, 
“Wait, Laman. You might not hit the animal. 
Let Nephi shoot. He will surely bring him 
down.” 

Laman lowered his bow and arrow and Nephi 
dropped quickly on his knee beside him. He 
took good aim, and was just going to send an 
arrow through the air when his beautiful steel 
bow broke in two. At the same moment the 
animal started to run again and was soon lost 
to sight. 


Poor Nephi! How sorry he felt as he looked 
down at his broken bow! Then he cast a glance 
at Laman and saw that his face was pale with 
anger. He wished he had let Laman shoot, but 
it was now too late to mend matters. 


Laman turned to Sam, and in a rough, sneer- 
ing voice, said: “What a great fellow our 
brother Nephi is! You wouldn’t let me shoot. 
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O, no, I might miss the animal; but Nephi 
would surely bring him down! What have you 


to say now?” 


“Only this,” said Sam: “It is unkind of you 
to speak that way of Nephi. He did not break 
his bow wilfully. It was an accident. And he 
feels bad enough over it without you hurting 
his feelings more by abusing him. Let us say 
no more about the matter, but go on our way.” 


All day long they hunted without killing a 
single animal. When evening came the party, 
with the exception of Nephi and Sam, started 
back for their tents. 


“T do not care to go home yet,’’ Nephi said. 
“T will follow you later.” 
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“T am going to stay with Nephi,” said Sam. 
“Tell father and mother we will be home before 


midnight.” 


After Laman and Lemuel and the sons of 

Ishmael had left, Nephi turned to Sam and said: 

“Sam, I tell you what we will do: we will kneel 
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down and pray to our Heavenly Father to help 
us get some food. I am sure He will do so.” 

“So am I,” said Sam. ‘He has helped us many 
times before.” 

The two young men went over and knelt 
down under a large tree, where they prayed 
earnestly to God to help them get food for the 
company. I will tell you presently how their 
prayer was answered. 

The other members of the hunting party re- 
turned to camp and told what had happened. 
Their story cast a gloom over the whole com- 
pany. 

“What a terrible state to be in!” exclaimed 
one of the daughters of Ishmael. ‘There is 
barely enough food for another meal. When 
that is gone, starvation will stare us in the face.” 

Lehi and his wife Sariah were sitting together 
with bowed heads a short distance away. Tears 
were running down the poor mother’s cheeks. 
She was not crying because the food supply had 
almost run out. No, she was thinking of her 
boys, Nephi and Sam, out in the mountains 
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alone, in danger of being killed by wild beasts, 
and the darkness of night fast coming on. 

Lehi took her hand in his and in a comforting 
voice said: “Fear not, Sariah, the Lord will 
watch over and protect our boys. I believe they 
will soon return, and that they will bring food 
with them.” 

On hearing that, Nephi’s mother dried her 
tears, and turning to her husband, said: “Thank 
you, Lehi, for those words. I will trust in God 
to bring our sons back safely.” 

Let us now go back to Nephi and Sam. 

When they had ceased praying, Nephi sat 
down and quickly made a new bow out of a 
branch of a tree. Then they walked briskly to 
the top of a hill a short distance away. 


At the foot of the hill lay a fertile valley, with 
a stream of clear, cool water running gently 
through it. Birds were singing their evening 
songs in the trees all around, and the air was 
filled with the fragrance of wild flowers, which 
grew in abundance on the hillside. 
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For a moment Sam and Nephi stood gazing 
in admiration on the beautiful scene before 
them. Then they began to descend the hill. As 
they were nearing the foot they saw a sight 
which made them stop suddenly. At the other 
side of the stream, not far from where they 
stood, they beheld two fine, big animals quench- 
ing their thirst. Quick as a shot Nephi and Sam 
dropped to the ground. Placing an arrow in 
each of their bows, they took aim and fired. 
The arrows flew straight to the mark and the 
animals fell. 


With thankful hearts the young hunters 
dashed through the stream, and on reaching 
the opposite bank, looked down upon the fine 
animals they had slain. Here was meat to last 
the company several days. Cutting down two 
large branches from a tree, they fastened the 
beasts upon them and started for the tents of 
their father. 


What a look of surprise came over the faces of 
Laman and Lemuel and the sons of Ishmael 
33 


when Nephi and Sam came into camp late that 
evening. 

Lehi heard his sons coming and went out to 
meet them, and as he beheld the two fine ani- 
mals, he took Sam and Nephi by the hands and 
said: “I knew, my sons, that you would not 
come back without food. The Lord always pro- 
vides for His faithful children.” 
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NEPHI AS A SHIPBUILDER 


My story this evening is about the same peo- 
ple I told you of in my other stories—Lehi and 
his followers. 

How many years, do you think, those people 
spent in traveling through the country’? Hight. 
That is a long time—almost as long as some of 
you have lived on the earth. 

One day, at the end of the eighth year, they 
came to a very beautiful and fruitful part of 
the country. How happy they all felt! On every 
side there were trees and bushes laden with 
choice, wild fruit. But that was not all. There 
was also a large number of natural bee-hives, 
almost all of them filled with delicious honey. 
The entire company stood for a time gazing in 
silence on the scene before them. Then they 
began to gather fruit and honey, and when they 
had collected a good supply, they sat down and 
began to feast. 

| 35 


“This,” said Nephi, ‘is one of the best meals 
we have had since we left home eight years 
ago.” 

“Isn’t this honey delicious?” said Lemuel. 

tis Said elise tauner, 

That evening as they all sat in front of their 
tents, watching the sun go down behind the 
hills, Lehi said, “This is a very rich part of the 
country. I have been trying all day to think 
of a name by which to call it, and I think I have 
the right name at last.” 

“And what is the name, father dear?” asked 
Nephi’s wife, a daughter of Ishmael. 

“Bountiful,” Lehi answered. 

“The proper name!” they all shouted in 
chorus. So the place was given the name Boun- 
tiful. 

After Lehi and his people had rested for a 
short time, they began to travel again. Nephi 
and Sam — they were always together — rode 
ahead of the company. On reaching the top of a 
high hill they stopped suddenly. They sat gaz- 
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ing for a few moments at the scene before them. 
Then they turned and started at a quick pace 
for the rest of the party. 

“What can be the matter?” Lehi asked, as he 
saw his two sons coming back. 


As Nephi and Sam came near the party, 
Nephi put his hand to his mouth and shouted 
as loudly as he could, “The great waters! The 
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great waters!” On hearing that, every one in 
the company became excited, and all hurried 
forward to get a look at the mighty ocean. 
What strange feelings came into the hearts of 
Lehi and his followers as they looked out upon 
the sea. How were they to cross such a large 


body of water? 


Just then Laman spoke. “It seems to me,”’ 
said he, “that it is now time for us to turn and 
go back home. I have felt from the day we 
started that we would have to turn back some 
time. That time has come at last.” 

“And I have felt from the day we started,” 


said Nephi, in a calm but firm voice, “that we 
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would never go back to our old home again. I 
know that God is in heaven. I know He led the 
children of Israel through the Red Sea and I 
know that He can and will carry us across these 
mighty waters.” 

On hearing that, Laman and Lemuel and 
some of the sons and daughters of Ishmael be- 
gan to laugh and to make fun of Nephi. 

“So you think God is going to come down 
_ out of heaven and carry us in His arms across 
this great ocean,’ said Lemuel, ‘‘and set us 
down in a wonderful country on the other side.” 

“No,” said Nephi, “I do not think anything of 
the kind. But I do believe He will tell us how 
we can cross these waters.” 


Then Lehi, their father, spoke. ‘‘My sons,” 
he said, “do not get angry with each other. Re- 
member you are brothers. Remember, also, 
Laman, that the Lord can do great things. He 
made this world in which we live. Surely, then, 
He can help us to get to the other side of this 
ocean. Now, let me tell you what I want you 
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and the rest of the company to do: I want you 
to gather all the fruit and honey you can. We 
must collect a big supply, for it will be many 
days before we get to the new country.” 

“So you think we shall get across these great 
waters?” said Laman to his father. 

“T am sure we will,” said Lehi. ‘Now, let 
us get to work.” 

“All day long they gathered choice fruit and 
honey, and when the evening came they sat 
down and looked with great satisfaction upon 
the labors of their hands. 

Nephi arose early the next morning. He 
looked pale, and it was easily to be seen that he 
had some great matter upon his mind. He had 
slept very little, but had spent the greater part 
of the night wondering how the company could 
get across the great waters. He went to the 
tent in which his parents were sleeping and 
gently awoke his father. “I am going into the 
mountains, father,” he said, “to spend the day 
in prayer. I feel that I shall have good news 
for you when I come back.” 
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His father raised himself, and putting his arm 
around his son’s neck, drew him to him. Then 
he kissed him and said, “May God bless you, 
my son, and answer the prayers you offer up 
to Him this day.” 


After traveling for a long time, Nephi 
reached the top of a very high mountain. All 
was quiet and peaceful around him. He sat 
down and rested a little while. Then he knelt 
in prayer. He prayed to God with all his heart 
to show him how the company could get across 
the great waters. I believe he prayed three 
times. Then something very wonderful hap- 
pened. The Lord showed to Nephi in a vision a 
picture of a ship. It was not like any other 
ship he had ever seen. 


As Nephi gazed in wonder upon the vessel, 
the Lord said to him, “Nephi, I want you to 
build a ship like this one, to carry your com- 
pany across the great waters.” 

“But, Lord,” said Nephi, ‘I do not know how 


to build a ship.” 
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“T know that,” said the Lord, “but I will 
teach you. You will come up into this mountain 
often and pray to me, and I will show you how 
to build a ship.” 

The Lord then told Nephi where he could 
get ore with which to make tools, and after giv- 
ing him other instructions, He told him to re- 
turn and tell his people all that he had seen and 
heard. 

At first Laman and Lemuel and the sons of 
Ishmael would not believe him. They made 
great fun of him, saying he would never be able 
to build a ship. But after Nephi had talked very 
seriously to them, they started to help him. 
Piece after piece was added to the vessel, and 
after a long time the ship was finished and 
ready to be launched. 

In my next story I shall tell you what hap- 
pened soon after the company had set out to 
cross the great waters. 
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WHAT TOOK PLACE ON THE GREAT 
WATERS 


The morning after the ship was finished all 
the company came together to look at it. It 
was a very fine vessel. Nephi and those who 
had assisted him were well pleased with their 
labors. They had built the ship exactly as the 
Lord had told them, and had done their work 
well. 

Then Lehi turned to his four sons and also 
to the sons of Ishmael and said, ‘““You have our 
grateful thanks for the great work which you 
have done. You have built a splendid vessel, 
and I am sure it will carry us safely across 
these great waters to the promised land.” 


A busy time followed. The men and women 
worked hard all day carrying meat, fruit and 
honey down into the ship, and their little sons 
and daughters helped them. 
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When night came they were all pretty tired; 
but they did not seem anxious to go to sleep. 
That was the last night they would spend on 
land for a long time. On the morrow they 
would be out upon the great waters. Finally 
they retired, one by one, and the moon and 
stars shone brightly over the sleeping camp. 


The company was up and at work early next 
morning. The women prepared breakfast and 
the men took down the tents and attended to 
other duties. Nephi and Sam and some of Ish- 
mael’s sons were busily employed at fixing the 
sails of the ship and getting the vessel ready 
for her first voyage. 


At last the time came for all to go on board. 
A line was formed. Lehi and his wife, being the 
oldest, marched at the head. The others fol- 
lowed, according to their ages. A sharp breeze 
was blowing and the vessel tugged at its chains 
as if anxious to get away. 

When all of the company were safely on 


board, Nephi loosed the ship, the wind imme- 
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diately filled its sails, and a moment later it 
was gliding swiftly through the water on its 
way to the promised land. 


All went well the first day. And all would 
have gone well every other day if Laman and 
Lemuel and some of the sons and daughters of 
Ishmael had conducted themselves as_ they 
should have done. 


The second day the company was on the 
water, Laman and Lemuel began to sing and 
dance and to act in a very rude manner. Some 
of Ishmael’s sons and daughters joined them. 
Their conduct made Nephi feel very bad, and 
he reproved them sharply. 


“How can you act in such a shameful man- 
ner,” he said, “after having received so many 
blessings from the Lord? Have you forgotten 
how good He has been to. us, how He provided 
us with food on our journey and taught us how 
to build this ship? I tell you, the Lord is look- 
ing down upon you. He is displeased with you 
because of your conduct, and if you do not stop 
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and humble yourselves before Him, He will 
surely punish you.” 


Those words made Laman and Lemuel very 
angry. They rushed at Nephi, and seizing him 
by the arms, they thrust him back against the 
mast of the ship. Then they called to the sons 
of Ishmael to bring a rope quickly. Their com- 
mand was obeyed, and they bound Nephi hand 
and foot to the mast. There they kept him all 
day, suffering great pain, for the rope cut deep 
wounds in his flesh. 


It was a great trial to Lehi and his wife to 
see their dear son in such a terrible condition. 
They pleaded with Laman and Lemuel to re- 
lease Nephi, but they would not. The tears and 
prayers of Nephi’s wife likewise failed to soften 
their stony hearts. 


Nephi bore his sufferings well. Not one mur- 
muring word fell from his lips. When Laman 
and Lemuel and the sons of Ishmael mocked 
him, and said unkind things to him, he heeded 
them not. He tried to comfort his father and 
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mother and loving wife by telling them that all 
would be well, that in time the Lord would help 
him to get free. 


And the Lord did. How? Listen and I will 
tell you. Two or three days later dark clouds 
began to gather in the sky. A storm was com- 
ing. Suddenly a flash of lightning lit up the 
heavens. Then a terrible peal of thunder shook 
the vessel. The rain came down in torrents. 
Then the wind changed and the vessel began to 
be driven back towards land. 


The storm grew worse every hour. The 
waves dashed fiercely against the vessel and at 
times swept over its deck. In the face of that 
awful tempest stood poor Nephi, tied hand and 
foot to the mast. For three days and nights the 
storm lasted, and all that time the vessel was 
being driven back. 


On the morning of the fourth day a terrible 
wave struck the ship and almost turned it over. 
Some of the women began to scream with 
fright. Laman and Lemuel became alarmed 
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also. They saw that the Lord was angry with 
them; that He had let the storm come upon 
them because of the way in which they had 
treated their brother Nephi. Then another an- 
gry wave burst over the vessel and almost 
buried it in the depths of the sea. 

Believing they were about to be destroyed, 
Laman and Lemuel and the sons of Ishmael 
repented of what they had done. They went 
over to Nephi, untied the ropes which bound 
him and set him free. 

Nephi was so weak that he could hardly 
stand upon his feet. He knelt down, and look- 
ing up toward heaven he prayed with all his 
heart to God to cause the storm to cease, and 
to change the course of the wind so that the 
vessel might sail toward the promised land. 

To the astonishment of all the people, the 
storm suddenly ceased, the sea became calm, 
and the vessel started again on its journey 
across the great waters. 
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LEHI AND HIS PEOPLE IN THE 
PROMISED LAND 


Lehi and his people had been a long time 
upon the great ocean. They were very tired, 
for they had seen nothing but water for many 
days. Some of them had begun to murmur, 
and to wonder if they should ever set foot upon 
land again. Then something happened which 
brought joy to every heart. 

It was early in the morning. All the com- 
pany were asleep except Nephi and Sam. Nephi 
was steering the ship and Sam was standing in 
the fore part of the vessel looking over the great 
waters. 


Suddenly Sam’s quick eyes caught sight of a 
dark object. He stood still and held his breath. 
Could it be land? He looked again, and then he 
gave a shout for joy which startled the whole 
company. In a few moments men, women and 
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children were by his side, asking what had hap- 
pened. ‘Look!’ he exclaimed, as he pointed 
across the waters. “See, yonder is the prom- 
ised land!” 


“Tt is, indeed!” They all shouted, and the 
children clapped their hands and cried, “‘Land! 
land! land!” 


“The Lord’s name be praised!” said Lehi 
when he heard the joyful news, although he 
could not see the land so far off, for he was old 
and his eyes had become dim. 


After breakfast, all set to work making prep- 
arations for landing. The splendid little ship 
rode proudly as ever over the waves, and early 
in the afternoon Nephi steered the vessel safe 
to shore. When the company had landed they 
all knelt down upon the ground, and Lehi of- 
fered a prayer of thanksgiving and praise to 
God for having brought them to the promised 
land. 

It was a beautiful country. The sun shone 
in its glory. The birds welcomed the company 
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with their sweet songs, and the flowers de- 
lighted all with their rich perfume. On the 
hillsides animals of different kinds were feed- 
ing. Among them were horses, donkeys, cows 
and goats. There were also a great many wild 
fowl. 

After breakfast the next morning, Lehi 
called the men of the company to him and said, 
“My sons, the first thing for us to do is to clear 
some land and plant the seed we have brought 
with us. The soil is very rich, and I am sure 
we shall reap excellent crops.” 

“That is just what we were going to do, 
father,” said Nephi. ‘Come, brethren,” he said 
to the others, “let us turn our attention to farm- 
ing for a while.” 


Day after day the men worked in the fields. 
Each evening all the people met together and 
Nephi read to them out of the good book. Lehi 
also told them many wonderful things which 
the Lord had done. They felt very happy. 


At last the seed was planted. Then the men 
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went up into the hills and caught a number of 
horses, donkeys, cows, and goats. The animals 
were wild, but through kind treatment they 
soon became tame. The cows and goats gave 
‘milk, the horses hauled wood and did other 
work, and the donkeys carried the boys and 
girls on merry rides over the rolling prairie. 


The crops sprang up and grew rapidly, and 
when the time came for harvesting there was 
plenty of food for man and beast. 


And now I am going to tell you, children, 
about the last days of the Prophet Lehi. He had 
become old and feeble, and the time was fast 
drawing near when his spirit would leave this 
world and go to dwell with the righteous in the 
Paradise of God. 


Two baby boys had been born to him on the 
journey to the promised land. Their names 
were Jacob and Joseph. They were good chil- 
dren, always kind and obedient to their parents. 
On beautiful, warm days they would take their 
father by the hand and lead him gently to a 
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comfortable seat under the shade of a large 
tree. There they would sit down on the grass 
at his feet and listen while he told them stories 
of wonderful things which had happened many 
years before. 

One day Lehi sent word to all the people to 
come to him, that he might bless them before 
he died. When they had assembled, he blessed 
them in turn. He promised them many good 
things from the Lord if they would keep the 
commandments of God and love and help each 
other. 

When Joseph, Lehi’s youngest son, went in 
to receive his blessing his father drew him close 
to him. He looked into his sweet, innocent face 
a few seconds; then he pressed him to his bosom 
and placed a loving kiss upon his lips. 

While being blessed by his father, Joseph saw 
how good the Lord had been to him, and when 
he was told of the great blessings which would 
be bestowed upon him because of his faithful- 
ness, he bowed his head on his father’s neck and 
wept. 
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“And now, my son,” 


said Lehi, “I am going 
to tell you of a wonderful thing which the Lord 
has told me will take place many years from 
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now. 


Joseph wondered what it could be. ‘You 
have seen the book which your brother Nephi 
is writing.” Joseph answered that he had. 
“Well,” said his father, “that is a history. It is 
an account of what has taken place among us 
since the day we left our home up to the present 
time. After Nephi has finished writing in it, 
he will deliver the book to another good man, 
who will continue the history. When the sec- 
ond writer has finished his part, he will give the 
book to a third, and in this manner the history 
of the people will be kept for hundreds and hun- 
dreds of years. When it is finished, it will be 
the most precious and wonderful book ever 
written.” 


“And what will become of the book, father?”’ 
asked Joseph. 


“T was just going to tell you,” said Lehi. 
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Joseph drew closer, and looked anxiously into 
his father’s face. 


“When the book is finished,” continued Lehi, 
“the last writer will hide it in a deep hole in the 
ground. He will do that because wicked men 
might get it and destroy it. The book will be 
kept hid in the earth for thousands of years. 
At last the time will come for the book to be 
brought forth again. Then the Lord will send 
an angel to a boy named Joseph, the same name 
that you bear. The heavenly messenger will tell 
Joseph of the book and show him the place in 
which it will lie buried. A few years later the 
precious history will be taken from its hiding 
place and given to the boy Joseph. The Lord 
will help the boy to change the language of the 
book to suit the language of the people living 
at that time. Then the book will be published, 
men will carry it into all the world, and the 
people of every nation will learn of the great 
things which the Lord will have done for us and 


our children.”’ 
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“That is really wonderful,’ said Joseph. 

“Tt is, indeed,” said his father. Then Lehi 
kissed his boy again and said, ““May the Lord 
bless you, my son, forever.” 

Can my children tell me how the words of 
Lehi were fulfilled concerning the book that 
was to be hid in the ground? 
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THE NEPHITES AND THE LAMANITES 


I am going to tell you this evening what took 
place soon after the death of Lehi. Laman and 
Lemuel grew more wicked every day. Their 
hearts were full of hatred toward Nephi and 
Sam. 


One evening they went off by themselves. 
They sat down under a large tree and talked 
together for a long time. Iam sure you could not 
guess what they were doing. They were mak- 
ing plans to kill Sam and Nephi. Laman and 
Lemuel thought that if Nephi and Sam were 
dead the people would choose them to be their 
leaders. 


They did not seem to know that the Lord was 
looking down upon them and listening to their 
wicked plot. But the Lord had seen and heard 
all, and He at once prepared a way for the es- 
cape of Nephi and Sam. 

56 


oO 





Nephite and Lamanite Warriors 


That night the Lord told Nephi to gather to- 
gether all the people that wished to follow him 
and to take them away into another part of the 
country. All the good people agreed to go with 
Nephi and Sam, the wicked ones decided to 
stay with Laman and Lemuel. 


Nephi and his people were guided on their 
way by the wonderful brass ball which I told 
you about in one of my other stories. After 
traveling many days they came to a place where 
they decided to settle. 


“What shall we call this place?” asked one 


of the company. 


Several voices answered at once: “We will 
call it Nephi, after our faithful leader.” So the 
place was named Nephi. From that time all the 
people that followed Nephi were called Ne- 
phites. Those who stayed behind with Laman 
and Lemuel were called Lamanites. Now that 
they were away from their wicked brethren, 
Nephi and his people felt very happy. They had | 
brought with them many kinds of seed, so they 
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laid out farms and gardens and planted the seed 
in them. God blessed their labors. His gentle 
rains and warm sun caused the seed to grow 
and to produce splendid crops, so that there was 
plenty of food for all. 


In the evenings, when their work was done, 
the people would meet together, and Nephi 
would read to them out of the good book. Then 
they would pray to God, thanking Him for all 
His blessings, and asking Him to protect them 
from the wicked Lamanites. 


At first they had only tents to live in, but 
after a while they took down their tents and put 
up beautiful houses in their place. In the course 
of a few years a splendid little city had sprung 
up in that desert region. 

One Sabbath day, when the people had gath- 
ered together to worship God, Nephi asked 
them if they would like to build a beautiful tem- 
ple to the Lord. They all said they would love 
to do so. A few days later a choice place was 


selected, and a number of men began to lay the 
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foundation of the Lord’s House. The hearts of 
the people swelled with joy as they saw the 
walls of the sacred building rise higher and 
higher. At last the temple was finished. The 
Lord was well pleased with it, and when the 
people went into the temple to worship Him, He 
bestowed great blessings upon them. 


One day all the people assembled together. 
They sent for Nephi, and when he arrived they 
told him that, because he had been such a good 
man, and had done so much for them, they had 
decided to make him their king. 


But Nephi would not agree to such a thing. 
He said he did not wish to be king over them; 
that he wanted to be like one of themselves, and 
that he would continue to be their leader and 
teacher. 


I must now take you back to Laman and 
Lemuel, and to the people who stayed with 
them. They, as I told you, were called Laman- 
ites. O, dear, what a difference there was be- 
tween them and the people of Nephi! What do 
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you think had happened to Laman and the peo- 
ple who had stayed with him? The displeasure 
of the Lord had come upon them so that their 
skins had become dark, and they were fast be- 
coming a wild and savage people. They had 
neither farms nor gardens, nor houses to live in. 
The only food they had to eat was fish and the 
flesh of wild beasts, and at night they slept in 
old, worn-out tents. They had become dirty, 
idle, and lazy, just like the Indians we some- 
times see going round begging food. Such, dear 
children, was the terrible condition into which 
the Lamanites were brought because of their 
disobedience to the commandments of God. 
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ZENIFF AND HIS PEOPLE 


Nephi lived with his people and taught them 
for many years. They all loved him, for he was 
a wise and a godly man, and had done many 
great things for them. 

At last he became old and feeble. He knew 
that he had but a short time to live, so he took 
the history he had written and gave it to his 
brother Jacob. Then he chose a good man to 
reign as king over the Nephites. 

Soon after that, Nephi died and his spirit 
went to Paradise to live with the righteous ones 
who had gone before. 


One day, long after the death of Nephi, a man 
named Zeniff called together a number of his 
Nephite brethren. He told them he wanted to 
go and see how the Lamanites were getting on. 
“How many of you are willing to go with me?” 
he asked. Nearly all of them agreed to go. 

61 


They began at once to make preparations for 
the trip. When the time came for them to leave, 
they bade their loved ones good-bye and set out 
on their journey. 

After traveling many days, they came to the 
place where the Lamanites were. It was a fine 
country. Zeniff and those who were with him 
felt they would like to live there if the Laman- 
ites would be willing for them to do so. 

After resting awhile, Zeniff took four men 
and went into the city to see the king of the 
Lamanites. The king received his visitors kind- 
ly. Zeniff told the king that he and his brethren 
who were with him would like to remain in that 
part of the land. 


King Laman said he would be pleased to have 
them stay, and that he would get the Lamanites 
who were in two of the cities to leave them and 
go to other places, so that the Nephites might 
go in and live in those cities. 


You may think that that was a very kind 


act of the Lamanite king; but when I tell you 
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what his object was, you will not think so kind- 
ly of him. He wanted the Nephites to go in 
and build up the cities, to cultivate the land and 
raise good crops. ‘When they had done that,” 
said the king to himself, “I will get my army 
to come down and take the cities and the crops 
away from them. Then we will make the Ne- 
phites our servants.” 


The king of the Lamanites told Zeniff to 
bring his brethren and to settle in the land, and 
they did so. 


Zeniff and his people began at once to im- 
prove the cities which the Lamanites had 
turned over to them. They planted crops of 
different kinds, also orchards and vineyards. 
Zeniff was a good man. He loved the Lord and 
kept His commandments and taught his people 
to do the same. 


The Lord was pleased with them and gave 
them a great many good things. He blessed 
their farms so that they brought forth splendid 
crops. Their orchards yielded choice fruits in 
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abundance, and their flocks and herds increased 
rapidly. 

How little the Nephites knew at that time of 
the trouble which was soon to come upon them 
and of the great changes which a few years 
would bring about. 

For some time the Lamanites had _ been 
watching the people of Zeniff. They saw their 
splendid crops, their sheep and cattle, and they 
longed to get possession of them. So they de- 
cided to make war upon the Nephites. 


The Lamanites, when ready for battle, were 
a terrible - looking people. They were almost 
naked, and had the hair shaved off their heads. 
They were armed with bows and arrows, slings 
and stones, swords, and other weapons. 


Zeniff, hearing that the Lamanites were go- 
ing to attack his people, had the women and 
children taken away and hid in a safe place. 
Then he called all the men together and armed 
them for battle. The Nephites prayed mightily 
to the Lord to strengthen them, so that they 
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might be able to defeat the Lamanites and thus 
be able to keep their homes and lands. 


The Lord heard and answered the prayers 
of His people. The Lamanites fought like wild 
beasts, but were finally overcome. Those who 
were not killed in battle fled back to their own 
lands, and the Nephites returned to their homes, 
their wives and children, praising God for the 
victory He had given them. 
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HOW THE PEOPLE OF ZENIFF WERE 
BROUGHT INTO BONDAGE 


While Zeniff was king over his people they 
were greatly blessed of the Lord. Zeniff had 
taught them to lead good lives and to be kind 
and helpful to each other. 


The years passed by, Zeniff grew old and 
finally died. His son Noah began to reign in 
his stead. Noah was just as wicked as his 
father was good. He gathered around him 
many bad men. They flattered him and made 
him think he was a great man. 


Noah built costly palaces, had horses and 
chariots and a large number of wives and serv- 
ants. He led a shameful life, spending his days 
in feasting and in doing things which were ex- 
ceedingly displeasing in the sight of the Lord. 
It required a great deal of money to support 
this ungodly king. He, therefore, put heavy 
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taxes upon his people, and the Nephites had to 
work hard to pay the expenses of their wicked 
ruler. 

One by one the Nephites began to follow the 
example of their king, and in the course of time 
the greater part of them had become almost as 
bad as Noah himself. 

Now, there was a man among the Nephites 
who had watched with sorrow the conduct of 
his people. His name was Abinadi. He was a 
good man, and the Lord loved him. 


One day the voice of the Lord came to Abi- 
nadi, saying, “Abinadi, I want you to go among 
this people and call them to repentance. Tell 
them that I, the Lord, am very angry with them 
because of their wickedness, and that if they do 
not cease doing evil, I will let the Lamanites 
come down upon them and overcome them, and 
they will become servants to the Lamanites.” 


Abinadi did as the Lord commanded him. He 
stood up in the midst of the Nephites and told 
them of the wicked things they had done, how 
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angry the Lord was with them, and warned 
them of the trouble which would come upon 
them if they did not repent. 


His words made them very angry. They 
rushed upon him, seized him, and marched him 
roughly to the king’s court. They told Noah of 
the terrible things which Abinadi had prophe- 
sied would come upon the king and his people 
if they did not repent of their wickedness. 
“What shall we do with this man,” they asked, 
“who has spoken such things against the king 
and against us?” 


The cry went up, “Let him be put to death!” 
But Abinadi had not completed his mission, so 
the Lord delivered him out of their hands. 


Two years later he appeared in their midst 
again. He began to preach with great power 
and courage. He repeated all that he had said 
before, and told them of the fate which awaited 
them if they refused to listen to the warning of 
the Lord. 


O, foolish people! Instead of thanking the 
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prophet for pointing out to them their errors, 
and for telling them how they could be saved 
from the judgments of God, they turned upon 
him with hearts of anger, treated him in a 
shameful manner, and finally put him to death. 


Among those who listened to the preaching 
of Abinadi was a young man named Alma. 
Alma believed what the prophet had said. He 
knew that he had spoken the truth. So Alma 
repented of his sins and began to live a godly 
life. 


He wrote down all that Abinadi had said. 
Then he went quietly among the people and 
read to those who would listen to him the won- 
derful things which the prophet had spoken. 
Many believed the teachings of Alma. They 
repented also and commenced to serve the Lord. 
They had to be very careful. They knew that 
if King Noah heard that they believed what 
Abinadi had said, he would have them put to 
death also. So on certain days they would go 
away out into the country, to a little forest, and 
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there they would worship God and listen to the 
preaching of Alma. 


In the forest there was a fountain of clear 
water, called the waters of Mormon. One day 
when all the believers were gathered together 
Alma asked them if they would like to be bap- 
tized, to show the Lord that they were willing 
to serve Him and keep His commandments. 
They all clapped their hands for joy and said 
that that was what they desired. So Alma went 
down into the waters of Mormon and baptized 
them. Others were baptized from time to time, 
and finally the followers of Alma numbered 
four hundred and fifty. 


It was too bad that poor Abinadi died with- 
out seeing the result of his labors. He had been 
the means of converting Alma, and Alma had 
converted four hundred and fifty people. There- 
fore, if Abinadi’s life had been spared a few 
years longer his heart would have been made 
glad at seeing hundreds of his people forsake 
their evil ways and turn unto the Lord. 
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One day a man went to King Noah and told 
him that Alma had gathered a large number of 
people together and was advising them to turn 
against the king. That was not true, but the 
king believed it, and he at once sent out his 
army to destroy Alma and his people. But 
Alma heard of the coming of the army. He told 
the news to his followers and they quickly took 
down their tents and went away to another part 
of the country. 


You will remember that Abinadi told the Ne- 
phites that if they did not stop doing wicked 
things the Lord would let the Lamanites come 
down upon them, conquer them and make them 
their servants. I will now tell you how the 
words of the prophet were fulfilled. 


One day King Noah was up in a high tower. 
As he looked over the land he saw a sight which 
frightened him terribly—the armies of the La- 
manites were coming to make war upon the 
Nephites! Noah ran down quickly out of the 
tower calling to his people to flee for their lives, 
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as the Lamanites were coming to destroy them. 
Noah was a coward. He not only ran away him- 
self, but told his men to leave their wives and 
children, so as to save their own lives. 

Some of them did so, but the greater part of 
them stayed with their families. The cowardly 
Nephites who ran away were pursued by the 
Lamanites. A number of them were overtaken 
and slain. | 

When the Nephites who had stayed with 
their families saw the Lamanites coming to- 
ward them they sent out their fair daughters 
to plead with the Lamanites to spare their lives. 
The Lamanites were charmed with the beauty 
of the Nephite maidens. They told them not to 
fear, that they would neither hurt them nor 
their parents. 

The Lamanites told the Nephites they would 
let them return to their homes and farms if they 
would agree to pay the king of the Lamanites 
one-half of all their gold and silver and precious 
things, and also one-half of the crops which 
they might raise each year. 
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In order to save their lives the Nephites 
agreed to the demands of the Lamanites. That 
day the words of the Prophet Abinadi were ful- 
filled—the Nephites had become servants to the 
Lamanites. 

“Did they remain all their lives in that con- 
dition?” 


I will answer that question in my next story. 


73 


HOW THE LORD DELIVERED HIS 
PEOPLE 


At the close of my last story you asked me 
if the Nephites had to stay in bondage to the 
Lamanites all the rest of their lives. It will, I 
know, make you glad to hear that, in His own 
time, the Lord delivered them out of the hands 
of their oppressors. 

But before setting them free, He permitted 
great afflictions to come upon them as punish- 
ment for their sins and to teach them to be 
humble and to live good lives. 


As the years went by, the Lamanites treated 
the Nephites more cruelly. They made them go 
out and work in their fields, carry heavy bur- 
dens, and when they complained, the Lamanites 
beat them and told them to remember they were 
their servants. 

There was a man reigning as king over the 
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Nephites at that time, whose name was Limhi. 
He was the grandson of Zeniff. It made him 
feel very bad to look upon the afflictions of his 
people. But he could not help them, except by 
speaking kindly to them, telling them to bear 
their trials as patiently as possible, and to pray 
often and earnestly to the Lord to deliver them. 


Three times the Nephites came to Limhi, say- 
ing, “O, king, we cannot stand the treatment 
of the Lamanites any longer. We would just 
rather die than continue to live in this condition. 
We want you to let us go to war with the La- 
manites. We will fight with all our might to 
rid ourselves of this terrible slavery.” 


But Limhi knew that his people were weak 
and that they were far less in number than the 
Lamanites; so he advised them not to go to 
war. They kept on pleading with him, however, 
and, seeing that they were determined, he fi- 
nally yielded. 


The Nephites fought three battles with the 
Lamanites and each time the Nephites were 
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badly beaten. Then they saw that no power 
save the power of God could deliver them; so 
they cried to the Lord in anguish of soul to 
help them to get free from their enemies. 


At last the Lord heard and listened to their 
prayers. He saw that they were sorry for all 
the wicked things they had done, and for the 
way in which they had treated the Prophet 
Abinadi. So He looked down in mercy upon 
them and began to prepare a way for their es- 
cape. This is how He did it: 


You remember that Zeniff and his followers 
left the rest of the Nephites to go up to the land 
of the Lamanites. The people whom Zeniff left 
were living in a city called Zarahemla. They 
had as their ruler a wise and good man named 
Mosiah. A number of times Mosiah’s people 
had gone to him and said, “King Mosiah, what 
do you think has become of Zeniff and those 
who went with him to the land of the Laman- 
ites? It is many years since they left us, and 
we have never heard from them.” 
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And Mosiah would say, “I’m sure, my peo- 
ple, I do not know what has become of them, 
I fear the Lamanites have slain them. It seems 
to me that if they were alive we would have 
heard from them.” 


One day, sixteen large, strong men went to 
King Mosiah and told him they had decided to 
go in search of the people of Zeniff. At first 
Mosiah refused to let them go: he was afraid 
they might get lost also. But after they had 
talked with him for some time he consented. 


They chose for their leader a man named 
Ammon. He was a man of great strength and 
courage. So, with Ammon at their head, and 
provisions to last them a long time, the party 
set out in search of their brethren. A large 
number of men and women, boys and girls fol- 
lowed them to the outskirts of the city, cheering 
them on their way. 


For forty days Ammon and his followers 
traveled in the wilderness in search of their 
brethren. They had seen no sign of them, so 
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they began to feel discouraged and to think that 
their mission had been in vain. They did not 
know that at that time they were only a short 
distance from them, and that ere long they 
would be rejoicing in their company. 


At the end of forty days’ travel, Ammon and 
his brethren came to a high hill. At the foot of 
the hill they. put up their tents. After having 
refreshed themselves, Ammon took three of his 
brethren and climbed to the top of the hill. 
When they reached the summit they saw a sight 
which brought the greatest joy to their hearts. 
In the valley below was a beautiful city, and in 
the city were their long-lost brethren. 


Ammon and his comrades lost no time in 
making their way to the city. But just as they 
were about to enter it they were seized by sev- 
eral men—guards of the king—and taken off 
to prison. The men who arrested Ammon and 
his brethren did not know who they were: they 
thought they were spies sent out by the La- 
manites. 
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The next day Ammon and his three com- 
panions were brought before King Limhi. The 
king asked them who they were, and when 
Ammon told him they were his brethren, and 
that they had come from Zarahemla in search 
of him and his people, Limhi rejoiced and 
praised the Lord. He sent out and brought the 
other members of Ammon’s party into the city 
and treated them all with the greatest kindness. 


The king then told Ammon all that had hap- 
pened to the people of Zeniff from the time they 
had left their brethren: how they had broken 
the commandments of God and had killed the 
Prophet Abinadi. Because of that the Lord had 
forsaken them and had suffered them to be 
brought into bondage to the Lamanites. 


“Well,” said Ammon, “TI feel that the Lord 
has sent us to deliver you and to lead you back 
to your own people in the land of Zarahemla.” 


King Limhi called his people together, and 
they listened with the greatest interest while 
Ammon told them that he and his brethren had 
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come all the way from Zarahemla in search of 
them, and now that they had found them, they 
were going to help them to free themselves 
from bondage. 

When Ammon had finished speaking, a man 
named Gideon, leader of the Nephite army, 
went forward and bowed down before the king. 
“O, king,” said he, “if you will grant me per- 
mission I will undertake to deliver our people 
out of the power of the Lamanites.” 

“How do you think you can do that?” asked 
the king. 

“Tn this way,” said Gideon, “‘let all the people 
get ready for the journey, and tonight when the 
Lamanites are asleep I will lead our people out 
by the back pass. When the Lamanites awake 
in the morning we will be so far away that they 
cannot overtake us.” 


Gideon’s plan pleased the king, and he at once 
gave orders to his people to prepare to make 
their escape. That night, while the Lamanites 
slept, Gideon got his people together, and, with 
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Ammon and his brethren leading the way, they 
started for Zarahemla. 


You can imagine the surprise of the Laman- 
ites when they awoke the next morning and 
found the cities of the Nephites deserted. You 
can also imagine the surprise and joy of King 
Mosiah and the Nephites in Zarahemla when 
Ammon and his followers returned accom- 
panied by their brethren and sisters who, 
through the power of God, had been delivered 
out of the hands of the Lamanites. 


I suppose you would also like to know what 
became of Alma and his people, who made their 
escape from the army of King Noah. They 
settled in another part of the land and were do- 
ing well, when one day an army of Lamanites 
came down upon them and captured them and 
their city. 

_ They also became servants to the Lamanites; 
but after a time the Lord helped them to make 
their escape, and they, too, came and joined 


their brethren in the land of Zarahemla. 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSIONS AND 
MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE 


After the Nephites had become reunited in 
Zarahemla, King Mosiah placed Alma at the 
head of the Church. Alma was a faithful serv- 
ant of the Lord. He spent his time traveling 
through the land, teaching the Nephites the 
ways of the Lord and establishing branches of 
the Church among them. 

For a number of years there was peace, hap- 
piness and prosperity in Zarahemla. Then a 
division took place among the people. Many of 
them ceased serving the Lord, left the Church, 
and began to persecute those who believed in 
and remained true to the faith of their fathers. 


Among the unbelievers and persecutors were 
the four sons of King Mosiah, and a young man 
named Alma, the son of Alma who presided 
over the Church. The hearts of the parents of 

82 


these young men were sorely grieved at the con- 
duct of their sons. They did all in their power 
to turn them from their wicked course, but they 
utterly failed. 


They refused, however, to give them up. 
They knew that where they had failed the Lord 
could succeed. So every day they knelt in 
prayer and pleaded with the Lord in behalf of 
their wayward and rebellious sons. 


Let me tell you now what the prayers of these 
righteous parents accomplished. One day Alma 
the younger and the four sons of Mosiah de- 
cided to go to a certain place and make trouble 
for the Church there. They thought they were 
great fellows, and that they knew much more 
than did the people who belonged to the Church 
of God. But the Lord showed them that day 
how weak and ignorant they were, and how 
foolish it was for them to try to destroy the 
work which He had established. 


What did the Lord do? He sent an angel 
from heaven to turn these young men from 
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their wicked course and to save them from de-~ | 
struction. Standing before Alma and the sons 
of Mosiah, the heavenly messenger spoke with 
a voice which caused the ground to tremble 
beneath their feet and Alma and his compan- 
ions fell to the earth. 
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“The Lord has sent me to you,” said the an- 
gel, “to tell you that you are doing a very 
wicked thing in persecuting His people and try- 
ing to destroy His Church. The Lord has great 
respect for your parents, for they are good peo- 
ple. He has heard their prayers in your behalf, 
and that is why He sent me to you. Now, you 
must repent of all the evil you have done, and 
turn to the Lord and serve Him faithfully all 
the days of your life.” 


After having delivered his message, the angel 
left them. Alma was so weak that he could not 
stand upon his feet, so the sons of Mosiah car- 
ried him to his father and told the elder Alma 
all that had happened. 


On hearing the news, Alma’s father rejoiced, 
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and gave thanks to God for the great mercy 
which He had shown to his sons and also to the 
sons of Mosiah. He called a large number of 
people together and they fasted and prayed two 
days and two nights for Alma’s recovery. At 
the end of that time his strength returned. He 
stood upon his feet and told the people all that 
the Lord had done for him. 


From that time Alma and the sons of Mosiah 
became faithful workers in the Church, and 
were the means of turning many people to the 
Lord. 


You will be interested, I know, in hearing of 
some remarkable things which took place while 
Alma was laboring as a missionary among cer- 
tain of the Nephites who had departed from the 
true faith. What I am about to tell took place 
in one of the cities of the Nephites, called Am- 
monihah. 


Alma had gone there alone to preach to the 
people. His mission was a hard one, for the 
people were very wicked. Day after day he 
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stood up and preached to them, pleading with 
them to repent of their sins, that the judgments 
of God might not come upon them. But they 
had become so wicked that the preaching of 
Alma had no effect upon them except to make 
them exceedingly angry and to cause them to 
treat the prophet in a shameful manner. They 
spat in his face, slapped him on the cheeks, and 
finally drove him out of the city. 


We can imagine the feelings of the poor mis- 
sionary as, with bowed head and sorrowful 
heart, he traveled along the road leading from 
Ammonihah to the city of Aaron. He believed 
when he first entered Ammonihah that he 
would find a few people at least who would give 
heed to what he said, and turn from their 
wicked ways; but, alas! he had not found one 
who was willing to do so. “Yes,” thought he, 
“my mission has been a complete failure.” 


Just at that moment an angel of God de- 
scended from heaven and stood before him. He 
told Alma that he was the same heavenly mes- 
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senger who had appeared to him and the sons 
of Mosiah some years before, and had converted 
them. The angel told Alma that the Lord was 
well pleased with him, because he had kept His 
commandments. He said also that the Lord 
wanted Alma to return to the city of Ammoni- 
hah and preach again to the people there. 

The words of the heavenly visitor caused new 
joy and hope to spring up in Alma’s heart. As 
soon as the angel had delivered his message, 
Alma turned and walked back toward the city 
from which he had been banished a short time 
before. 

He was very weak and hungry, for he had 
fasted many days. As he was about to enter the 
city he met a man whom he stopped, and asked, 
“Will you give an humble servant of God some- 
thing to eat?” 

The man gazed on Alma with astonishment. 
Then he said, ‘“‘Why, you are the man an angel 
told me about last night in a vision. I am very 
glad I have met you, for I know you are a true 
prophet of God.” 
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The man’s name was Amulek. He took Alma 
to his home, gave him food and drink, and made 
him rest several days. Then Alma and Amulek 
went out among the people and began to preach 
to them. They were filled with the spirit and 
power of God. To their great joy, many be- 
lieved their message, repented of their sins, and 
began to live righteous lives. 


But the greater part of the people would not 
believe the preaching of Alma and Amulek. 
They not only mocked the missionaries, but 
beat them and abused them in other shameful 
ways. Finally they seized Alma and Amulek 
and cast them into prison. They stripped them 
of all their clothing, bound them with strong 
cords, and kept them there for several days 
without either food or drink. 


Hach day a number of wicked men went to 
the prison and made mock of Alma and his com- 
panion. But that was not all: they also spat in 
their faces and slapped their cheeks. 


The missionaries bore all these things with 
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such patience that they astonished their ene- 
mies. 


You might say, ‘Why did not the Lord come 
to the aid of His servants and deliver them out 
of the hands of those wicked men?” 

Well, my children, that is just what He did 
do, as you will now hear. 


One day a number of very bad men went to 
the prison in which the servants of the Lord 
were bound. They treated them in the same 
cruel manner as before. Suddenly the power 
of God rested mightily upon Alma and Amulek, 
and they sprang to their feet. “How long, O 
Lord,” cried Alma, “shall we suffer these great 
afflictions? O, Lord, give us strength, accord- 
ing to our faith which is in Christ, even unto 
our deliverance!” At that moment they broke 
the cords which bound them and stood free be- 
fore their persecutors. 


On seeing that, every one of the ungodly 
crowd began to tremble with fright. They tried 
to run out of the prison, but they could not. 
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They were so overcome with fear that they fell 
on the prison floors. Then the Lord caused a 
terrible earthquake to shake the prison to its 
foundation, and a few moments later it was in 
a heap of ruins. Alma and Amulek walked out 
of the prison unharmed, but every one of the 
wicked men inside perished. 

What a serious thing it is for people to per- 
secute the servants of the living God! 
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MISSION OF THE SONS OF MOSIAH 
TO THE LAMANITES 


Some time after their conversion, Ammon, 
Aaron, Omner, and Himni, the four sons of 
Mosiah, requested their father to grant them 
permission to go to the land of Nephi, to preach 
the Gospel to the Lamanites there. 

Mosiah prayed to the Lord concerning the 
matter, and the answer which he received was 
as follows: “Let them go up, for many shall 
believe on their words, and they shall have 
eternal life; and I will deliver thy sons out of 
the hands of the Lamanites.” 

This promise gave joy and encouragement 
to Mosiah and his sons. The day for the young 
men’s departure came. They were joined by 
a number of faithful companions, and with 
their father’s blessing upon their heads, the lit- 
tle band of missionaries went forth “‘to seek and 


to save the lost.” 
91 


That was one of the hardest missions ever 
undertaken by mortal man. The Lamanites in 
Nephi and surrounding places were a wild and 
wicked people. They took delight in murdering 
the Nephites and in stealing their property. 
They knew nothing concerning the true God, 
but worshiped idols. The Lord, however, had 
made a promise to the Lamanites that, through 
repentance, they would be blessed and given 
a knowledge of the true plan of salvation. 


When the sons of Mosiah and their compan- 
ions came to the land of the Lamanites they 
separated, each going to the place assigned him 
by Ammon, who was in charge of the company. 
Ammon chose as his field of labor the land of 
Ishmael. He had no sooner entered it than he 
was arrested by Lamanites, who bound him 
and confined him in a prison. 


He was later brought before King Lamoni, 
who asked him if he were desirous of living with 
his people, the Lamanites. Ammon said he 
would be pleased to do so for a time, and that, 
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perhaps, he might stay with them the rest of 
his life. 

That pleased the king, and he ordered his 
servants to release Ammon. Lamoni told Am- 
mon he would like him to marry one of his 
daughters, but the missionary respectfully de- 
clined. He told the king, however, that he 
would be his servant, and his offer was prompt- 
ly accepted. 


You might think that that was a strange 
thing for the missionary to do, and it was; but 
it was the right thing, as you will agree when 
you hear what took place a little later. 


One day Ammon and a number of other serv- 
ants of King Lamoni took their master’s 
flocks to a certain place to water them. They 
had no sooner reached the place than a party 
of Lamanites came with their flocks. The latter 
began at once to make trouble for the king’s 
servants by driving their flocks away and scat- 
tering them.. 


That was a very serious matter. The same 
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thing had happened before to other servants 
of the king, and when they returned and told 
Lamoni what had taken place, he became very 
angry with them and ordered them to be put 
to death. 


So, fearing that a similar fate might befall 
them, those who were with Ammon began to 
cry piteously. Ammon now saw an opportunity 
for him to exercise his power, and he did so 
with good effect. He told his fellow-servants 
to dry their tears, and that he would help them 
to get the flocks together. He did so, but again 
the Lamanites began to drive them off. 


Then Ammon told his companions to look 
after the flocks while he went over to teach the 
Lamanites a lesson. He had not the least fear, 
for he remembered the promise which the Lord 
had made to his father—that He would deliver 
his sons out of the hands of the Lamanites. 


The Lamanites laughed at one man coming, 
out to oppose them, but their laughter was 
turned into mourning when six of their number 
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lay dead upon the ground. With simple sling 
and stones Ammon fought his opponents single- 
handed, and, as I have said, slew six of them. 

Seizing heavy clubs, a number of the Laman- 
ites rushed at Ammon to kill him; but he was 
too smart for them. He grasped his sword and 
wielded it with such skill that he slew their 
leader and also cut an arm off every man who 
raised his club against him. The rest fled in 
terror. Then Ammon returned, and, with his 
companions, attended to the watering of their 
master’s flocks. 

When King Lamoni heard what Ammon had 
done he was greatly astonished and exclaimed, 
“This is the Great Spirit, and he has come down 
at this time to preserve your lives, that I might 
not slay you as I did your brethren. Where 
is Ammon?” the king asked, and when he was 
told that he was out attending to his majesty’s 
horses, he said, “Surely there has not been any 
servant among all my servants that has been as 
faithful as this man; for even he doth remember 
all my commandments to execute them.” 
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Lamoni sent for Ammon. He told him that 
he had heard of the wonderful thing which he 
had done, and asked him if he were the Great 
Spirit. 

Ammon answered that he was not, that he 
was simply a servant of the true and living God. 
He told the king that he had not slain the La- 
manites by his own power, but by the power 
which God had given him. 


The king requested Ammon to tell him about 
the true God whom he and his fathers wor- 
shiped. Ammon did so, and also explained to 
him the Gospel, pointing out to the king how he 
could obtain forgiveness of all his sins and at 
last be saved in the kingdom of God. 


The king and queen of the Lamanites be- 
lieved the things which Ammon told them, and 
they and many of their people were converted 
and baptized. The Lord bestowed great bless- 
ings upon them. King Lamoni had a vision, in 
which he beheld the Savior, and a number of 
others saw and conversed with angels. Then 
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Ammon organized a branch of the Church 
amongst them, and had great joy at seeing the 
fruits of his missionary labors. 


The Lord now made known to Ammon that 
three of his missionary companions were in 
prison in the land of Middoni. Ammon told the 
news to the king, and added that he would have 
to go at once and do all in his power to have 
them released. The king said he would go with 
him and assist him. 


On the way they met Lamoni’s father, who 
was king over the whole land. The sight of his 
son riding in company with a Nephite threw the 
old king into a fit of fierce anger. He called 
Ammon all manner of vile names, and ordered 
his son to slay him. But, instead of doing so, 
Lamoni, to the astonishment of his father, stood 
up and defended Ammon. Lamoni’s father drew 
his sword and rushed at Ammon to slay him, 
but Ammon smote him on the arm so that he 
could not use the weapon, 


Finding himself at the mercy of Ammon, 
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Lamoni’s father pleaded with him to spare his 
life, saying if he would do so he would give him 
even to the half of his kingdom. “I will spare 
your life on these conditions,” Ammon replied, 
“that you allow your son Lamoni to retain his 
kingdom, and that you have my brethren re- 
leased from prison.” 

To that the old king willingly agreed. Am- 
mon’s brethren were given their liberty, and 
they and their companions traveled for years 
among the Lamanites preaching to them the 
everlasting Gospel. Thousands of the Laman- 
ites were converted to the Lord, and they re- 
mained true to the faith all the days of their 
life. They became a kind and industrious peo- 
ple, and the Lord in His mercy took the curse 
away from them, so that they became white 
like the Nephites. 
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SAMUEL THE LAMANITE 
HIS PROPHECIES AND THEIR 
FULFILLMENT 


I am going to tell you this evening about a 
great prophet who lived on this continent in the 
days of the Nephites. His name was Samuel. 
He was a Lamanite, but, because of his holy 
life, he was beloved of God, and was chosen to 
be a prophet unto His people. 

Through the blessings of the Lord and their 
own industry the Nephites in Zarahemla be- 
came exceedingly wealthy. Then, like many 
others, before and since, they allowed pride 
and other corrupt feelings to enter into their 
hearts and to drive out the love for God and 
His righteousness which had held place there 
for years. 

As their good works had won for them the 
favor and blessings of God, so their wickedness 
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was fast bringing upon them His condemnation 
and punishment. In order to save them from 
destruction, the Lord sent Samuel the Laman- 
ite to plead with them to repent of their sins 
and to turn again into the way of righteousness 
from which they had wandered. 


Day after day the voice of the prophet was 
heard among the Nephites crying repentance, 
and prophesying concerning great and wonder- 
ful things which would take place in the future. 
I am going to tell you about a remarkable 
prophecy which he uttered at that time, and 
which was fulfilled to the very letter. 


Standing upon the top of a high wall, so that 
many of the people could see and hear him, 
Samuel prophesied of a wonderful event which 
he said would take place five years from that 
time. It would be the greatest event in history 
—the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world. 


It was to take place in another country, near 
the city in which Lehi and his family lived be- 
fore they set out for the promised land. The 
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prophet told them of certain signs which would 
be given at the time of the Savior’s birth. When 
they saw the signs they might know that the 
Son of God had come into the world to redeem 
mankind from sin and death. 


These were some of the signs: the night be- 
fore the Lord would be born there would be no 
darkness at all; the night would be just as 
bright and clear as the day had been; a new 
star, one that had never been seen before, would 
make its appearance in the heavens. The 
prophet said that when these signs would be 
given many of the people would be so aston- 
ished and overcome that they would fall to the 
earth. 


Then Samuel the Lamanite prophesied con- 
cerning the Savior’s life—that He would be de- 
spised and rejected of men—and also concern- 
ing His death and resurrection. He told the 
people that at the time the Savior would be put 
to death, neither the sun, moon, nor stars would 
give any light, so that on this continent there 
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would be continuous darkness for three days 
and nights. There would also be terrible tem- 
pests, and earthquakes which would shake the 
earth, cause the mountains to fall, and many 
cities to be destroyed. 


Then the warning voice of the prophet was 
heard again, calling upon the Nephites to re- 
pent of their sins, that they might escape the 
judgments of God. 


You will be glad to hear that many of the 
people who heard Samuel believed his words. 
They repented sincerely of their wickedness 
and were baptized for the remission of their 
sins. Others, however, became angry, and tried 
to take the prophet’s life by throwing stones 
and shooting arrows at him as he stood upon 
the wall. 


Strange to tell, the servant of the Lord was 
not hit once, although rocks and arrows flew 
round him in great numbers. On seeing how 
Samuel was protected by the power of God, 
many more of the Nephites were converted, 
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and, through repentance and baptism, were re- 
stored to the Church of Christ. 


Then the cry went up from the ungodly ones, 
“Take this fellow and bind him, for behold he 
hath a devil; and because of the power of the 
devil which is in him, we cannot hit him with 
our stones and our arrows; therefore take him 
and bind him, and away with him.” 


They began to climb the wall, but before they 
had reached the top, Samuel had jumped down 
on the other side and made his escape. He was 
never seen again by the Nephites. 


Five years passed by. The time had now 
come for the fulfillment of the first part of 
Samuel the Lamanite’s prophecy—the time of 
the Savior’s birth. Then the wicked and un- 
believing among the Nephites arose and said 
that the time was past, that the signs had not 
appeared, that Samuel was a false prophet, and 
that all who believed in him should be put to 
death. They decided, however, before carrying 
out their threat, to name a certain day on which 
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the signs should appear. If that day should 
pass without the signs being given, then the 
believers among the Nephites might prepare 
for the fate which had been decreed against 
them. 


Among the faithful was a man named Nephi. 
He believed every word that Samuel the La- 
manite had spoken. The day before the one set 
apart by the unbelievers Nephi went out and 
prayed for hours unto the Lord in behalf of his 
people. Then the voice of the Lord came unto 
him, saying, ‘Be of good cheer, for behold the 
time is at hand, and on this night shall the sign 
be given, and on the morrow come I into the 
world.” 


His heart filled with joy and gladness, Nephi 
returned and told the good news to his breth- 
ren and sisters, and they rejoiced and praised 
the Lord. 


To the great astonishment of all the unbe- 
lievers, that night the signs were given—there 
was no darkness, but the night was just as 

104 


bright as the midday before. The new star ap- 
peared, and then, just as the prophet had pre- 
dicted, many of the wicked fell to the earth, 
being overcome with fear because of their in- 
iquities. The spirit of repentance took posses- 
sion of the great majority of the unbelievers; 
they were converted, baptized, and made mem- 
bers of the Church. 


About thirty-four years later some terrible 
things took place in this land. For three days 
and nights the whole country was enveloped 
in darkness. So great was the darkness that it 
was impossible for the people to strike a light 
or kindle a fire. Then a frightful storm burst 
forth, the like of which had never been seen in 
all the land. The thunders of heaven shook the 
earth and lightning set fire to many cities, 
among them the great city of Zarahemla. 
Mountains fell, cities were buried, and others 
sank in the depths of the sea. 


All that terrible destruction took place at the 
time the Savior was put to death on the cross 
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outside of Jerusalem. It had come upon the 
people just as Samuel the Lamanite had pre- 
dicted, as a punishment for their sins. 


Then followed a time of weeping and mourn- 
ing among those whose lives had been spared. 
In anguish of soul they cried, ‘“O, that we had 
repented before this great and terrible day, and 
had not killed the prophets and cast them out. 
Then none of these things would have come 


upon us.” 


In the midst of their heart-rending lamenta- 
tions a voice was heard from heaven. It was the 
voice of Jesus. ‘‘Behold,” said He, ‘I am Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. I created the heavens 
and the earth, and all things that in them are.” 
The Savior told them that He had finished the 
mission which His Father had given Him. He 
called upon them to repent and to be baptized, 
promising them, if they would do so, a remis- 
sion of their sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 


The words of the blessed Redeemer brought 
peace and consolation to their souls. They will- 
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ingly yielded obedience to His Divine com- 
mands, and the blessings of the Lord were be- 
stowed upon them in rich abundance. 
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TWO MEMORABLE BATTLES 


The Lamanites throughout the land who had 
not been converted preserved in their hearts a 
deadly hatred towards the Nephites. Time 
after time the Lamanites made war upon the 
Nephites, and tens of thousands of lives were 
sacrificed on both sides. 

If I were to begin to tell: you the terrible re- 
sults of their wars, before I had proceeded far 
you would put your fingers in your ears and 
ery, “Stop! stop! stop!” 

I am going to tell you of two of their battles. 
A remarkable thing happened in connection 
with one of them which, when you have heard 
it, will show you some of the wonderful things 
which can be accomplished through faith. 

The Lamanites who were converted through 
the preaching of the sons of Mosiah were after- 
wards known as the people of Ammon. They 
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left their own lands and went to reside in a place 
called Jershon, not far from Zarahemla. They 
entered into a covenant with the Lord that they 
would never take up arms against their Laman- 
ite brethren. 


Now, there were a great many of the Ne- 
phites who had broken the commandments of 
God. Because of that, they had lost their mem- 
bership in the Church, and were not numbered 
among the people of the Lord. That was a ter- 
rible thing. But their condition became much 
worse when they turned traitors, joined them- 
selves to the Lamanites, and began to fight 
against their Nephite brethren. 


The chief captain over the armies of the Ne- 
phites at that time was a young man named 
Moroni. He was a God - fearing man, and a 
prophet. He was also a great general. In time 
of peace he prepared for war. He provided his 
soldiers with thick clothing, with breast-plates, 
head - plates and arm- plates, as protection 
against the deadly weapons of the Lamanites 
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The Lamanite armies had at their head a man 
named Zerahemnah. He was a great soldier, too. 
But he had not thought of protecting his men as 
Moroni had protected his. The Lamanite sol- 
diers were naked, except for a girdle of skin, 
which they wore about their loins. 


Moroni heard that the Lamanites were com- 
ing to make war upon his people. He, therefore, 
got his armies ready to meet them. Feeling 
confident of an easy victory, the Lamanites 
marched towards the land of Jershon. As they 
drew near it they saw Moroni’s army prepared 
to oppose them. Seeing how well the Nephite 
soldiers were protected, the Lamanites changed 
their minds, and instead of attacking Jershon 
they turned and proceeded towards the land 
of Manti. 


Moroni did not know where the Lamanites 
were going, so he sent out spies to watch them. 
He also sent a messenger to Alma to request 
the prophet to ask the Lord to reveal to him the 


movements of the Lamanites. The Lord told 
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Alma they were marching towards the land of 
Manti. 


On hearing that, Moroni left part of his army 
in Jershon, to protect that place, and with the 
rest he hastened to Manti, arriving there some 
time ahead of the Lamanites. He called to his 
assistance all the men in Manti who could bear 
arms, and when the Lamanites again appeared 
Moroni was ready to give them battle. 


The war commenced. Both sides fought with 
all the courage and fierceness they could com- 
mand. Several times the Lamanites were driven 
back, and each time they returned to the con- 
flict. The slaughter which took place is terri- 
ble to read about. Before the war was half over, 
thousands of lives had been sacrificed. 


At one time the Nephites showed signs of 
weakening. Then the voice of General Moroni 
rang out, reminding his men of that for which 
they were fighting—their religion, their liberty, 
their wives and children, their houses and lands. 
His words filled their hearts with renewed cour- 
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age, and with a cry to the Lord to help them, 
the Nephites rushed upon the Lamanites and 
slew them in great numbers. Seeing that his 
enemies were beaten, Moroni commanded his 
men to stop slaying them. 


Addressing Zerahemnah, Moroni said, “You 
see now that you are in our power. It would be 
easy for us to slay you, but we do not desire to 
shed your blood. I, therefore, call upon you and 
your followers to deliver unto us your weapons 
of war, and to enter into a covenant that you 
will never again take up arms against us. If 
you refuse to do this, I will command my men 
to attack you again and utterly destroy you.” 


When Moroni had finished speaking, Zera- 
hemnah stepped forward and handed him his 
sword, cimeter and bow. “We are willing,” he 
said, ‘‘to surrender to you our weapons, but we 
will not enter into a covenant never to go to 
war with you again, because we know we would 
not keep our promise.” 


On hearing that, Moroni handed Zerahemnah 
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back his weapons and the deadly conflict was 
resumed. The Lord gave great strength to the 
Nephites so that the Lamanites fell before them 
in large numbers. At last Zerahemnah began to 
plead for mercy, so Moroni gave orders for the 
battle to cease. The conquered Lamanites laid 
down their arms at the feet of the Nephites, 
and after entering into the covenant proposed 
by Moroni, they were permitted to return to 
their own lands. 


Peace reigned throughout the land for a num- 
ber of years. Then the Lamanites broke the 
covenant they had made with the Nephites and 
a series of terrible wars followed. 


Several times the people of Ammon (the La- 
manites whom Ammon and his brethren had 
converted) were tempted to break their cove- 
nant with the Lord and to take up arms in de- 
fense of the Nephites. They refrained, however, 
from doing so. 


But among the people of Ammon there were 
two thousand young men who were little boys 
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when their fathers made covenant with the 
Lord that they would never fight against their 
Lamanite brethren. These young men had not 
made such a promise, so they came forward and 
offered their services to the Nephites—to help 
them preserve their religion, their liberty, their 
houses and lands. 


Their kind offer was willingly accepted. 
They chose as their leader a man named Hela- 
man. No father was ever more proud of his 
sons than was Helaman of his two thousand 
young soldiers. And well he might be, for no 
better army ever entered a field of battle. Be- 
sides their weapons of war, they were armed 
with a far greater thing—a perfect faith in 
God. That faith had been planted in their 
hearts through the teachings of their godly 
mothers. They had been taught from their 
childhood to have implicit faith in the Lord, and 
to trust Him in every hour of trial. 


One day these two thousand young soldiers 
found themselves engaged in battle with a 
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large army of the Lamanites. The fighting was 
terrible on both sides. Helaman and his little 
army fought like dragons. Many of the Laman- 
ites were slain, and finally the remainder threw 
down their arms and offered themselves as 
prisoners of war. 

The battle ended, Helaman proceeded to call 
the roll of his army, and to his great astonish- 
ment every one of his two thousand young 
warriors answered “Present.” 

“Not one of them was killed!’ 

No, not a single one. Their faith had saved 
them. 
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CHRIST'S VISIT TO THE NEPHITES 


One day a large number of Nephites were 
assembled at the temple in the land of Bounti- 
ful. It was soon after the terrible destruction 
I told you about in a former story, and the peo- 
ple were talking about the great changes which 
had taken place. 


Suddenly the whole multitude was startled 
by a strange voice speaking to them out of 
heaven. It was neither a loud nor a harsh voice, 
but it was so powerful that it thrilled the hearts 
of all who heard it. The voice was heard twice, 
but no one understood the words which were 
spoken. 


As the people stood looking up toward 
heaven, the voice spoke to them again, and 
that time they understood the heavenly mes- 
sage. It was the voice of God. “Behold,” said 
He, “my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
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pleased, in whom I have glorified my name; 
hear ye him.” 

At that moment the heavens were opened and 
a glorious personage, clothed in a robe of spot- 
less white, descended and stood in the midst 
of the people. Every eye was turned upon Him. 
He stretched forth His hand and there was per- 
fect silence. Then He addressed the multitude, 
saying, “Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the 
prophets testified shall come into the world.” 

They listened with almost breathless interest 
while He told them of the mission which He had 
performed and of the cruel death which He had 
suffered upon the cross. He showed them the 
wounds which the nails had made in His hands 
and feet and which the sword had made in His 
side. He invited them to come forward one by 
one and feel the prints of the nails and the mark 
of the sword. 

They all did as He desired. Then with united 
voice they exclaimed, ‘Hosanna! blessed be the 
name of the Most High God.” And they fell 
down at the feet of Jesus and worshiped Him. 
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The Savior bade Nephi to come to Him. The 
faithful disciple went forward, and kneeling 
upon the ground kissed the feet of his beloved 
Redeemer. The Lord gave Nephi authority to 
baptize, as He also did to a number of others 
whom He chose from among the assembly. He 
gave them instructions concerning the manner 
in which they were to baptize people, and told 
them the words they should use when perform- 
ing the ordinance. 


When repentant believers came to be bap- 
tized they were to be taken down into the water. 
Then, calling them by name, the person ap- 
pointed to perform the ordinance should say, 
“Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, I 
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. And 
then,” said Jesus, ‘“‘ye shall immerse them in the 
water, and come forth again out of the water.” 


For a long time the Savior stood up in the 
midst of the Nephites teaching them the glori- 
ous principles of the everlasting Gospel. Then 
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He told them to go to their homes, but to meet 
again on the morrow, when He would pay them 
another visit and give them further instruc- 
tions. 


But they had no desire to go away. They 
stood looking pleadingly at the Lord, wishing 
in their hearts that He would tarry with them 
a little longer. Tears were coursing down their 
cheeks, and on seeing His people weeping, the 
Savior was filled with compassion for them. 


He asked them if there were any sick among 
them, and on being told there were many, He 
requested that they be brought to Him. At His 
Divine command the blind received their sight, 
the lame were made to walk, and the sick were 
restored to perfect health. So grateful were 
those who were healed that they knelt down 
before the Lord, kissed His feet and bathed 
them with their tears. 


Jesus then told the Nephites to bring their 
little children to Him. They did so. He re- 


quested all present to kneel with Him upon 
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the ground. Then the voice of the Lord was 
heard in prayer, and so marvelous were the 
words which He uttered that no one was per- 
mitted to make a record of them. After prayer, 
the Savior blessed each of the little ones, when 
immediately the heavens were opened and an- 
gels came down and ministered unto them. 

Christ then instituted the sacrament among 
the Nephites, and, after giving them much good 
counsel, He dismissed them. That was the most 
glorious day in the history of the Nephites. 
When we read of the wonderful things which 
took place on that occasion, the wish arises in 
our hearts that we had been there, to behold the 
face of our resurrected Lord, and to hear the 
glorious truths which fell from His lips. 
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THE THREE NEPHITES 


After ministering to the Nephites Jesus re- 
turned to His Father in Heaven. Then the peo- 
ple went to their homes. The news of the 
Savior’s visit, and of the wonderful things 
which He had done, was carried to all the Ne- 
phites. There were many of them who did not 
go to bed that night. They had to get ready 
for the next day, for the Lord had promised 
the Nephites that He would visit them again 


on the morrow. 


The day following, when all the people had 
assembled together, there were so many that 
they had to be divided into twelve bodies. 
Jesus had chosen twelve disciples to preside over 
the Nephites and to teach them the Gospel. 
These ministers of the Lord knelt down with 
the people upon the ground and prayed with all 
their hearts to God for the gift of His Holy 
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Spirit. Their prayers were answered. They 
not only received the Holy Spirit, but angels 
came down from heaven and ministered unto 
them. 


Then, to the great joy of all the people, Jesus 
descended and stood in their midst. He re- 
quested them to kneel down upon the ground, 
and when they had done so the Lord and His 
disciples prayed for them. When their prayers 
were ended the people arose. Jesus brought 
forth bread and wine and they all partook of 
the sacrament. The Savior remained with them 
a long time, teaching them many glorious prin- 
ciples — things which you, my children, will 
learn as you grow in years. 

One day the twelve disciples whom Jesus had 
chosen met together to fast and pray. While 
thus engaged in worshiping God, the Lord ap- 
peared in their midst. He asked them what 
they would like Him to do for them after He 
had returned to His Father. 


Nine of them said the desire of their hearts 
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was that, after having fulfilled their mission on 
earth, they might be permitted to go to the 
Lord in His kingdom. Jesus was pleased with 
their request, and He told the nine that when 
they were seventy-two years old He would take 
them to heaven, to live in peace and happiness 
forever. 


The Lord then turned to the three disciples 
who had not spoken. He asked them what they 
desired Him to do for them. They did not an- 
swer Him, for they were afraid to tell Him the 
desire that was in their hearts. 


But Jesus knew their thoughts. He told them 
they desired to have power over death, that 
they might live till He would come in His glory, 
and spend their days in the service of God. The 
Lord blessed them, and promised them that 
they should never taste of death, neither would 
they had any more pain or sorrow. 

Jesus touched the three Nephites with His 
finger, and then left them. Immediately the 


heavens were opened, and the three disciples 
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were caught up into heaven, where they saw 
and heard many wonderful things. Later they 
appeared again on earth and began to teach the 
people the things which the Savior had com- 


manded them. 


These three men were the greatest of all the 
Nephites. They were filled with the Spirit and 
power of God, and death had no power over 
them. One time they were cast into prison. 
They commanded the prison to fall, and, to the 
astonishment of all the people, the prison fell, 
but the three Nephites walked forth unharmed. 


On another occasion they were cast into a 
furnace, but the fire had no effect upon them; 
they came out unhurt. Then they were thrown 
into a den of wild beasts. Their persecutors ex- 
pected to see them devoured immediately, but, 
to their great surprise, the beasts became as 
gentle as lambs and the three disciples played 
with them. 


I suppose you would like to know what be- 


came of the three Nephites. I believe they are 
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still on the earth. They are to minister among 
all nations, without being known, and shall per- 
form great and mighty works before the Lord 
shall come. 
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THE REIGN OF PEACE 


I am going to tell you this evening of some 
of the great blessings which came to the Ne- 
phites, after the visit of the Savior to them. 
The twelve disciples whom Jesus had chosen 
established the true Church in all parts of the 
land. It was called the Church of Christ. The 
Lord told His disciples that that was to be the 
name of the Church. 


In order to become a member of the Church, 
a person had to repent of his sins. He had to 
confess to the Lord that he had broken His 
commandments, that he felt sorry for having 
done so, and that in future he would live a good 
life. 


Then he would be ready for baptism. A man, 
who had authority to baptize, would take him 
down into a pond or river. He would call the 
person by name, and repeat the words which 
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the Lord had told His servants to use: ‘“Hav- 
ing authority given me of Jesus Christ, I bap- 
tize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” Then he 
would immerse him in the water and bring him 
up again out of the water. 


By obedience to these commandments of the 
Lord, the person was cleansed from all his sins, 
and became pure and holy in the sight of God. 
Then the elders of the Church would place their 
hands upon his head and confirm him a member 
of the Church, and say, “Receive the Holy 
Ghost.” 


The Lord was highly pleased with His people. 
They all loved each other, and took delight in 
helping one another. The elders of the Church 
_had great power. They were able, through the 
help of the Lord, to heal the sick, open the eyes 
of the blind, cause the lame to walk, and even 
raise the dead, 


The Lamanites were converted also, and be- 
came members of the Church of Christ, All the 
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ill-feeling which they had towards the Nephites 
was taken out of their hearts and the love of 
God took its place. Instead of going to war 
with the Nephites, they went to Church with 
them, and united in praising God for the great 
blessings which He had given them. 


Those were the happiest days the Nephites 
and Lamanites had ever known. All the people 
were just like the members of one family. There 
were no rich nor poor among them, but all were 
equal. I will tell you how they came to be in 
that condition. 


When the Church was established, all the 
members who had money brought it to the 
authorities and had it put into a common fund. 
All that was made after that was put into the 
same fund, and each family received from time 
to time the amount needed for its support. So, 
you see, that made the people equal in temporal 
things as well as in spiritual things. 

Through keeping the commandments of God, 


the Nephites became very strong and very 
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beautiful. They married and raised families. 
They scattered all over the land and built up 
many fine cities. The farms yielded abundance 
of food for man and beast and the orchards 
were laden with fruit in the season thereof. 

Every man dealt honestly with his neighbor. 
There was neither lying, nor stealing, nor mur- 
dering, nor any kind of wickedness known 
among the people. They loved the Lord and kept 
His commandments, and the Lord loved them 
and poured down His blessings upon them with- 
out measure. In that blessed state the Nephites 
lived for over one hundred and eighty years. 

Soon after that time a terrible change took 
place, which I will tell you about in my next— 
my last—story. 
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THE LAST OF THE NEPHITES 


For almost two hundred years after the Sav- 
ior’s appearance among them, the Nephites 
lived in a state of perfect peace and happiness. 
It seemed as if heaven and earth had been 
joined together. From time to time angels came 
down and ministered unto the people, bringing 
them glad tidings from the Lord. 

Then certain of the Nephites began to do 
things which were displeasing in the sight of 
God. They did not attend to their prayers as 
they had done, neither did they go to the house 
of the Lord on the Sabbath day to worship 
Him. They made mock of sacred things and 
persecuted those who remained true to the 
faith. | 

The Lord took His Holy Spirit out of the 
hearts of those wicked people. He also took the 


three Nephites away from them. He would not 
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suffer His servants to preach to them, for they 
had become so bad that they could not be 
brought to repentance. 


Then the Lamanites began to make war upon 
the Nephites. There was a young man among 
the Nephites whose name was Mormon. He had 
led an upright, godly life, and possessed great 
faith and courage. He was chosen to lead the 
Nephite army. 


Mormon armed his men and got them in 
readiness to meet the Lamanites. The day of 
battle at last arrived. An army of fifty thou- 
sand Lamanites came down upon the Nephites. 
In Mormon’s army there were only thirty thou- 
sand men. Before the battle commenced Mor- 
mon addressed his soldiers. ‘‘Men,” said he, 
“be of. good courage, the victory will be ours. 
Remember, it is for your wives and your chil- 
dren, your homes and your lands that you go 
out to fight this day.” 


On hearing those inspiring words the heart 


of every soldier in the Nephite ranks was filled 
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with renewed courage. With swords un- 
sheathed they marched forth boldly to meet the 
foe. The battle commenced. How long it raged 
' I know not, but the Lamanites were finally 
beaten and driven back with considerable loss. 
The Nephites regained possession of their own 
lands, and lived in peace for a number of years. 

Their victories over the Lamanites, instead of 
teaching the Nephites humility, caused them to 
become proud and boastful. They did not give 
any glory to God for the success which had 
come to them. They said it was by their own 
strength they had defeated their enemies, and 
declared they would fight the Lamanites till 
they had utterly destroyed them. 

Mormon went among his people time after 
time and pleaded with them to turn from their 
evil ways. He knew that if they did not do so 
the judgments of God would come upon them. 
They paid no attention to his pleadings, so he 
told them they could get another man to take 
charge of their armies, as he would no longer 
act as their general. 
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The Lord saw that the Nephites did not ap- 
preciate the blessings which He had bestowed 
upon them, and that they had no desire to serve 
Him. He, therefore, turned away from them 
and left them to fight their own battles. 


Again the Lamanites armed themselves and 
proclaimed war against the Nephites. Feeling 
confident of victory, the Nephites entered the 
field of battle. But the Lord was not on their 
side, so they met with a terrible defeat. 


Other battles were fought, in which tens of 
thousands of Nephites were slain. I cannot de- 
scribe the sorrow of Mormon when he saw the 
awful destruction which had been wrought 
among his people. He determined to make an- 
other effort to save them. He again took charge 
of their armies and went forth to meet the La- 
manites. That was the last battle between the 
Nephites and Lamanites. It was fought in the 
_ vicinity of the hill Cumorah, and ended in the 
entire destruction of the Nephites, save one. 

That man was named Moroni. He was the 
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son of Mormon, and like his father, was a lover 
of righteousness. Moroni hid himself from the 
Lamanites. He finished the history of his peo- 
ple, and then he, at the command of the Lord, 
deposited it in the hill Cumorah. 

There it lay for hundreds and hundreds of 
years. At last the time came for it to be brought 
forth. Then the Lord sent His servant Moroni 
to a young man named Joseph Smith, to tell 
him of the precious history which had been kept 
from the world so long. 

Four years later, Joseph was given the sacred 
record. By the power of God he translated it 
into the English language. That record is the 
Book of Mormon, from which I have taken 
these stories. May our Heavenly Father sanc- 
tify them to your good, my children, is my 
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


134 





Va 


«é rotiver, 










y . ni) l “4 ; 
: ; 
d Ripe! ; PAL ! ay POR! “mith a 
af = SNe pailuity Wihae® led deere fae 
oy | vo ati 
Ws hy ioe J - a 
eae 
5 i) S4 as ee i Joa a Was um es € & ag mi" < 


etd Ee the htt Setaleing | Tdi 
ots: bee, Frag, nie ie Psat 


a es Tee Ree , 


o Tandue a 



























Sieve 
nictatetece tae: 


<< 


otaee 


= 


= 


* 


— 
en 


Sst anne 


Aas 


i 


i 


uy, 
fi ? 


ie 
1 


it 


Sex 


rch 
‘ 
ee 
eh 4 
Het, 
ts 


pore: 
sass 


SS 


SS 
SS 
= ae 
ne 


== 
ees 


evel siete ¥ 


eae 


id 
sts 


iain 
if 
it 


ier ay 
: i 
a 


erat 
Me 
( i 


= SS 
SSS Se 
s PN Se : 
Se ees 
: SSS 


sererate 
te 


See 


Se 


Sey seen 
Sens oe 
Se 
See 


Nee 


ee 


BEM TAORN 
rep ae nt Y 


i 
if 
() 


a) 


See 
sae 


es 


i 
Retaiyhy 
i 
ty 
i} 


Date 
iy 
ad tite 

ny 


Heh 
i 
Ruse 
ae 


if 


ate i 
Sine, 
Petes talons 


its 


Hep aie 
Pe 
i Hs 


i 
i} ah 
H Gt 


ae 
a 


shit) peatenten rig 
i ; eat oi Hh 

RN au 
i int {i ai 


(\ in \ 
‘4 set Rstedateraeatcenecnses 
a 
ee 


ty 
iN 


i 


nea) 
Hs 
Mh) f 
ity, 
it Hh aN 


Y 
Ci 


Bee 


He 
i sta Hi 


iSoiial 
Meats 


Leite 
iit 


e 


ihe 


bee Mea 
eae 
Wiser ay 





